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A CATHOLIC SCHOOL
It’s Your Choicel

MeTany Treacy
Principal

Parents have an inalienable right and responsibility to educate their children. Parents
today enjoy the freedom to choose from a number of school systems, a school for their
children that they befieve will best provide for their children's needs.

In recent years there has been a marked increase in the number of parents in Australia
choosing non-gowernment schools for their children®s education. The causes for this
trend have been discussed at length in the media. Government education authorities
hawve taken steps to counter the perceived causes for this trend. This has included
the naming and explicit teaching of core shared values believed to be essential to the
maintenance of an educated and just society.

Social changes and a changing clientele have heightened the need fior Catholic schools
to attain clarity of purpose. A generation ago the large majority of students in Catholic
schools were Catholic children. Clarifying the purpose of the school to the parents
of these children would have been as pointless an exercise as somecne explaining the
dynamics of the Footy Show to Eddie MoGuire.

Times and the dlientele of Catholic schools have changed. What is the purpose of
the Catholic school? s it the purpose of the Catholic School to achieve excellence in
all aspects of the teaching/learning disciplines? 1t surely is. [5 it the purpose of the
Catholic school to provide a safe and happy leamning environment for all individuals
participating in the life of the school? Absolutely. 1s it the purpose of the Catholic
school to be open to the non-Catholic as well as the Catholic student as they can be
accommodated?  Yes it is.

Given the challenges of achieving excellence in a healthy leamning envircnment are
central to the purpose of the State school, does the Catholic schoaol simply offer the
same educational package as the State school with a different coloured wrapping? Mot
if the Catholic school is true to its purpose.

The Catholic school offers something different. It is the ‘different’ that affords parents
a choice in the educational environment they wish for their children. “Whilst it is
true that a combination of features such as uniforms, good discipline and academic
outcomes will be strong selling points attracting parents to good Catholic schools,
these and other components will feature in the culture of any good school from any
education system.

The foundation for the purpose of the Catholic school, the entire educational enterprise
in a Catholic school resides in Christ. For the Catholic school Christ is the flagstaff,
Christ is the lighthouse, Christ is the foundation stone, Christ is the difference.

For our 5t Mary's parents familiar with ‘Church speak’, these Christ staternents will
interpret easily as the school providing an educational environment supportive of the
parents’ efforts to provide for their children an integration of the dimensions of faith
and life and culture,

For parents not familiar with this type of language, | share the following insights into
what we are about at 5t Mary's in our efforts to be true to our mandate as & Catholic
school,

Responding to such fundamental life questions as the purpose for your existence and my
existence and the existence of our children, the Catholic school enters the educational
endeavour assured of the presence of a loving God, a God most fully known to us
through the person of Jesus. In the acquisition of knowledge and the attainment of life
skills, the Catholic school engages in the education of the whole person. This includes
the individual's growth through the intellectual. physical, soclal, aesthetic and emational
domains and very Importantly also the moral and spirlteal domains,
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While the importance of each child's growth toward achieving success as an adult in the sodal context to which
they belong should not be understated, the growth of each person to a full awareness of who they are takes on
a significance over and above what they are or may become. In other words, our children should not perceive
themselves nor be perceived as incomplete doctors or plumbers or supermodels, aiming to achieve worthiness
sometime in the future, but as persons capable of wholeness of being here and now. As Jesus taught, what do we
profit should we gain the whole world and lose our souls?

The staff in a Catholic school is challenged to create of their educational community a Christian community. [n this
context all values are held in tension by Gospel values which place the achievement of potential and the striving
for excellence in the context of knowing. loving and serving CGod and our neighbour as curselves.

The values that underwrite the Cathelic educational setting are the Gospel values of Christ. The Gospel challenges
the adherence to any values merely for the sake of maintaining the status quo of any sodal or cultural context as
these can and do change.

The Curriculum Framework document developed by the Curriculum Councdil of Western Australia has a section
explaining how values are articulated within the curriculum framework. It states.

Vaiver are detfermined by the beliefr we bold Fhey are the idear abowt wiial someone or 3 group ks i
fmportant in fife and they play a very imporiant part in our deciiion making. We sxoress owr valuer in the way
W Wik and st

in the last few years there has been resurgence in the interest shown for the ANZAC tradition, the respect being
shown to our Mational flag and the reverence that attends the performing of the Mational Anthem. The thinking
and the actions behind this behaviour express certain values important to our sodety. In a Catholic school special
rituals and ceremocnies are interwoven through the life of the school and they hawe spiritual significance that
connect to and draw meaning from the Gospel of Christ. Such rituals and ceremonies are integral to the purpose
of the school. They are not optional extras. [t would be strange to encounter someone who enthusiastically
supported the ANZAC Dawn Service and attended each year but refused to sing the Mational Anthem or maintain
the minute of silence to honour those who have given their lives. In similar fashion it is odd as the Principal of a
Catholic school to encounter parents who enthusiastically pursue a Catholic education for their children but rail
against or grudgingly suffer the spiritual life of the school as if it was somehow unrelated to the purpose of the
school.

The Gospel of Christ teaches the reality of a loving God. It teaches of the depth of God's love for you and L It
invites us into a relationship with God to be not only free of the fears of this world, but to become fully who we
are meant to be as women and men, girls and boys. It challenges us to love one another as we love oursebves for
we live not just for our shart sojourn on earth but in God forever.

The Religious orders of men and women, who so faithfully and successfully served Catholic education through the
centuries, are passing the baton to the lay people of the Church. The challenge for the staff of 5t Mary's is to bring
the Gospel alive in the school setting through the teaching and learing programmes and all aspects of the culture
of the school. When parents believe the implications of the challenge of this integration of faith and life and culture
is what they wish for their child the choice of a Catholic school is a viable option.

ST MARY'S FEAST DAY =
MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
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HISTORY OF BEAGLE BAY CATHOLIC EDUCATION

The first Cathollc school In the Kimberley was established by the Trappist Fathers at Beagle Bay In 1892, It was a
bi-lingual school where Instruction was given In French and Nyul NMyul, the language of the traditional owners
of the lend around Beagle Bay. ThEy' alm Ie.arnt to spEﬂlt and slng In English and were taught Latin hymns.

The Pallottine fathers and brothers
! took charge of the misslon In 1901,
The 5t John of God sisters arrived In
| 1907 and taught In the school until

the 1970s. Later. Sisters of 5t Joseph
of the Apparition, Infant Jesus Sisters
» and The Qur Lady of the Mission
- Blsters taught In Sacred Heart School,
The gowvernance of Beagle Bay as a
misslon ceased in the mid 1970s and
1 the Beagle Bay community has been
self determining since then, governed
by an elected community coungl.

However at that time, the community Jnvlted the Church to continue to provide priests and a school. Over the
past decade there has been a transfer of leadership in the school from religious to lay leadership.

Ower the years Beagle Bay has provided education |

for children from the distant parts of the Kimberley
as Stolen Ceneration children were relocated to
Beegle Bay. Later children from pastorel stations
were sent to board al the Mission to attend school
and return home for holldays. Secred Heart
School now provides an education for students
from owtlying communities including Boberding,
Murphy Creek and Red Soil who join the Beagle
Bay students from Kindergarten to Year 10.

Comodied and writfen by
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ST MARY'S CANTEEN WINS AN ACHIEVEMENT AWARD!!

The canteen staff have made &

smoath  transition to the new Eﬁ-:"‘,_;ﬂ:-]'__e_—_a;"/
servery on the Secondary Campus, 7

The new servery was established

to replace the servery that was demolishied with the old

Administration Annexe.

Mz Sherina Kitura and the staff who operate the 5t Mary's
canteen do a wonderful job of keeping our students and
staff fed. They also cater for special functions, some
beyond the College,

The 5t Mary's canfeen was the first school canteen in
the Kimberley to receive a three star accreditation.
Acknowledging the great work of our canbeen staff
HBF hawve swarded the 5t Mary's College canteen an
acheivemnent award for assisting in the fight against
childhood obesity. We congratulate the canteen staff and
thank them for their efforts.



ST MARY'S5 PLAYS HOST TO CATHOLIC SECONDARY
PRINCIPALS' ASSOCIATION

The Cathollc Secondary Principals’ Assoclation hold one
Council Meeting each year in a country location. The Staff of
St Mary's was honoured on this occasion to host baenty five
Catholic school leaders.  Facilitated by Mrs Suzanne Smith,
the Principal’s Secretary, the staff pulled together to organise
a tour of 5t Mary's and of Broome. Principal’s spouses were
affarded the opportunity to explore Broome as the principals
held their council meeting at the Mangrove Hotel overlooking
Roebuck Bay. A feature of this meeting was the opportunity
afforded the Kimberley principals to report to the Association
about their special Kimberley schools and locations,

In the evening the principals gathered for a special Mass in the
College chapel celebrated by Bishop Christopher Saunders.
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They then participated in an evening under the stars on the lawn outside the St Mary's Hospitality and Tourism

Centre, They were entertained by students and stalf before the Hospitality
students, with steff support, provided a three course meal for our guests,

The feedback recelved from our guests was overwhelming as they complimented
stucdents and staff for the exceptional service and the quality of entertainment
and food they enfoyed, One principal commented, "1 was delighted to find
such & well loved school where students are proud, connected, engaged in
exciting teaching and learning end educated by teachers with tremendous spirit
and talent, It was quite palpable that 5t Mary's is very much a team effort - a
true Gospel community.”

The Secoessrul Kimaberiey I:IJIZI it iy
5t Mary's College students participated in the 2005 Kimberley Cup. Contested between schools from across the region
the Kimberley Cup provides secondary students with an opportunity to represent their school and their community in
8 variety of sports. This year students tested their skills in the following disciplines: netball, football, indoor soccer,
tennis, basketball, softball and volleyball.

The students attend a Kimberley Cup disco on one of the evenings of this week-long sporting extravagenzs, This
provides the students with an opportunity to soclallse with an exciting group of Individuals from a diversity of
backgrounds from Kulumburu to La Grange.

The dedication and time commitment of the 5t Mary's staff to coach our students and the hard work of the 5§t Marny's
team ensured our teami were well prepared for this year's challenge.

“We are very proud of the manner [n which our students conducted themselves as individuals and a5 representatives of
our college. §t Mary's came away from this year’s Kimberley Cup with the winning shields for the following sports;
Softball Champion School, Gicls Indoor Soccer Champlons, Boys Indoor $occer Champions, Tennls Champion $chool,
Metball Division A Champlon 3chool, Boys Basketball Division A Champlons, Boys Volleyball Champion School and
Girls Violleyball Champion School. The Open and U6 Football tearms received Runner Up certificates.  Mrs Lafferty
and Ms McGregor are commended for their efforts to co-ordinate 5t Mary's representation at the Kimberley Cup.















