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As Christians we are able to express our love of God by teaching others.  Christian teaching is modelled on Jesus the Teacher.  Even as a child, Jesus taught in the temple.  At the age of 30, Jesus began his public life as Teacher.  The Gospels describe His style as Teacher.

Jesus taught with authority

“Jesus had now finished what he wanted to say, and his teaching made a deep impression on the people because he taught them with authority.” (Matt 7:28)

     Jesus taught through storytelling

“The people all stood on the beach and he told them many things in parables.” (Matt 13:3)

Jesus sought out how people were feeling

“He said to them: ‘What matters are you discussing as you walk along?” (Luke 24:17)

Jesus wished to empower people to go out in their newly found strength

“Go home to your people and tell them what the Lord in his mercy has done for you.” (Mark 5:19)

Jesus taught with signs to authenticate his teachings

“He went round the whole of Galilee teaching in their synagogues proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom, and curing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the people.” (Mark 5:19)

Jesus taught as a person in service to others

“And anyone who wants to be first among you must be your slave just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve.” (Matt 20:28)

Jesus took time away in solitude to reflect and pray before teaching

“In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and left the house, and went off to a lonely place and prayed there.” (Mark 1:35)

Jesus was engaged in confrontation when necessary

“Alas for you scribes and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You who shut up the Kingdom of heaven in men’s faces, neither going in yourselves nor allowing others to go in who want to.” (Matt 23:13)

Jesus taught with love

“This is my commandment, love one another as I have loved you.  A man can have no greater love than to lay down his life for his friends”. (John 15:13)

Jesus taught with his lifestyle, not just his words

“Can any of you convict me of sin?” (John 8:46)

Jesus was a shepherd to the people he taught

“I am the good shepherd, I know my own and my own know me.” (John 10:14)
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Love…

If there could be one thing in life for me to teach you,

I would teach you to love…

To respect others so that you may find respect in yourself

To learn the value of giving,

so that if ever there comes a time

in your life that someone really needs, 

you will give

To act in a manner that you would wish to be treated;

To be proud of yourself

To laugh and smile as much as you can, 

in order to help bring joy back into this world

To have faith in others;

To be understanding…

To stand tall in this world and learn to depend on yourself

To only take from this earth those things you really need,

so there will be enough for others

Do not depend on money, material things for your happiness,

But learn to appreciate the people who love you

The simple beauty that God gave and to find peace and security within yourself

To you, my child, I hope  have taught all of these things, 

for they are love.

Beatitudes for Teachers

Blessed are you who are called to teach, for you walk in the footsteps of the Master.

Blessed are you who sow peace and harmony in the staffroom, yours will be the joy of the Lord.

Blessed are you who plant seeds of hope in youthful hearts, for you will inherit the dawn.

Blessed are you who are sensitive to the cries of youth today, for they yearn for the coming of the Kingdom.

Blessed are you when you anguish now because your students are difficult, for one day they will thank you for your loving concern.

Blessed are you when efficiency is moderated by compassion and empathy, for the deeper secret of education is yours.

Blessed are you when you reach out to me in your students, for you will surely find me and rejoice.

Blessed are you who lead young people in the paths of justice and peace, for you will shine like stars for all eternity.
Dear Lord

Help us to be concerned with the everyday life situations of our students and anticipate the problems they will face.  Help us, Jesus, to develop in their hearts a genuine and abiding spirit of faith in all that you have commanded and in all that your Church teaches.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us.  Make us men and women of prayer, genuine teachers of the Faith.  Amen

