
Let us not forget that real poverty hurts: no self-denial is real without this dimension of pen-

ance (Pope Francis). 
 

Ash Wednesday - This Wednesday the St Mary’s College community, staff from the Catholic Edu-
cation Office of WA and The University of Notre Dame will be gathered together for the beginning 
of Lent. Our thanks are extended to Bishop Christopher Saunders, Monsignor Paul and Father Marcello who 
will be celebrating the Ash Wednesday Mass and to Diana Jans and Janenell Kennedy for their coordination 
of the Mass. Our younger students in Years K-3 will be participating in a special Ash Wednesday Liturgy.    
 

The Lenten season is a time where we are called to take time to look into our own hearts and lives as we 
strive to become closer to God. It is also a time of fasting, prayer and charity. There are varied ways one can 
do these things. There is denying ourselves of food and drink that we love on some days. We may choose to 
spend extra time in prayer by reducing the time we spend watching TV or playing sport.  We may consider 
focusing our attention to reaching out to the needs and feelings of others in our community, caring for oth-
ers by our kind words and actions or providing financial support to the poor and needy. Throughout Lent, 
the Church marks each Friday as a day of penance. Penance can be in many forms such as attending Mass, 
family prayer, praying the Rosary, self-denial or giving our time to people in need. Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday are days of fasting and abstinence from meat. I encourage us all to take seriously our prepara-
tion for Easter over the 40 days of Lent. A memorandum from Bishop Christopher Saunders can be found on 
our College website www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au. 
  

Project Compassion - The launch of Project Compassion for our College will take place on Ash Wednesday 
and will continue until Easter Sunday. This is our major fundraiser for the year and each class from K-12 will 
be receiving a Project Compassion kit to raise money for others less fortunate in the community. There will 
also be a number of whole school fundraisers. The total amount raised this year will be distributed to Cari-
tas and the Missions.  
 

75th Anniversary of the Attack on Broome – The WWII Air Raid on Broome is the second-greatest wartime 
loss of life on Australian soil, and now 75 years later a solemn memorial service at 8am on Friday 3 March 
2017 will mark this important chapter in Australian history. St Mary’s College Dance students along with our 
Year 6’s and the Student Representative Council members will represent our College this Friday morning at 
8.00am at Bedford Park. The memorial service will include a moving reflective performance by St Mary's 
students and conclude with a flypast from RAAF No. 79 Squadron. Visiting Broome for the occasion will in-
clude descendants of both victims and survivors of the tragic events of 1942, along with representatives of 
the Australian, WA, Dutch, US, Indian and Japanese Governments. I encourage as many parents who are 
able to attend to come along and be witness to this very important commemorative ceremony. My thanks 
to Vicki Thompson, Michael Lake and our students who have been busily preparing for this important event. 
      

Special Visitors this Week – Our College staff and students will have the honour of welcoming to our school 
a number of special visitors including and Ms Rachel Cooke the United States Consul-General to Western 
Australia and the Consul-General of Japan to Western Australia, Mr Tatsuo Hirayama. Staff and students are 
looking forward to welcoming our special guests to speak with them and tour the school.    

ST MARY’S COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

Secondary Campus Administration 
3 Port Drive, Tel: (08) 9194 9500 Fax: (08) 9192 1797  PO Box 100  Broome, WA 6735 
Email: admin@stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au    Website: www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au 

  This newsletter is also available on www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 

Dear God, 
I will look after my friends and I will promise to be 
kind. I will share what I have with others. 
I will try to be good to my friends. Please help me 
to be a kind person. Thank you for making me 
friendly and I promise to be nice to everyone, like 
Jesus.  
Amen 

24 February 2017 

March Events 

Ash Wednesday Mass 1st 

Year 7 Camp 1st—3rd 

Gospel Assembly 3S/3B 3rd 

Labour Day Public Holiday 6th 

OLNA Testing Begins 7th 
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Teacher Professional Learning – Last week all our staff from K-12 attend-
ed Professional Learning surrounding the effect of trauma on student 
wellbeing and learning. This knowledge will further enable all staff to en-
sure that our school is implementing practices and creating a learning en-
vironment that will accommodate all student’s needs. A special thank you 
to Jenna Buckton who delivered the K-6 sessions and to Donna Smyth and 
Alexa Duke from the Australian Childhood Foundation who delivered the 
PL to Secondary staff. A wealth of resources surrounding trauma and 
learning can be found at the following link to the Australian Childhood 
Foundation http://www.childhood.org.au. 
         
Year 7 Camp - This Wednesday our Year 7’s will be attending their annual camp at the Broome Camp School. The 
camp is an important part of the Year 7 Curriculum and school experiences for our students as they settle into their 
secondary education. My thanks to Mr Cley Anderson for his organisation of the camp and to all staff who will be 
assisting from Wednesday to Friday this week.   
 

College Board - At the recent College Board meeting held on February 15, nominations were called for the 2017 
positions of office. I am pleased to announce our College Board and positions; Board Chairperson – Tania McKenna, 
Vice Chair – Anastasia Bradley, Treasurer – Sue Ralph, Secretary – Kate McMahon, Members – Scott Stokes, Sonja 
Gobel, Katrina Camino (P&F Representative), Eugenia Leslie George, Monsignor Paul Boyers and  Amy Hyett 
(Business Manager). The next Board Meeting will be on March 22 at 6.00pm in the Secondary Staff Room.  
 

Parents and Friends - The P&F held their first meeting last Tuesday evening. The meeting was well attended and 

there are a number of events planned for 2017. The 2016 President, Mrs Nat Giancono is keen to pass on her role 

for 2017 and I encourage any parent who is interested in taking on this important and rewarding role to speak with 

Natalie. Continuing in the role as Secretary for 2017 is Venessa ApThomas, Vice President is Anji Sam and Treasurer 

is Krys Smith.         
 

Strategic Plan Meetings - We have engaged the services of Mr Jeff Thorne, Strategic Planning Consultant to over 
30 Catholic Schools in Western Australia who will be facilitating workshops during the week of Monday 6 March to 
Friday 9 March. All parents will now have received a personal invitation in the mail plus an email inviting you to 
attend. I encourage every parent to consider attending so that your voice and ideas for shaping the educational pri-
orities for our College for the next 3 years until 2020 can be considered in the St Marys College 2017-2020 Strategic 
Plan. Please send back you reply slips to the administration office before the meeting to assist with catering.    
The workshops to be held include:  

School Board workshop on Tuesday 7 March from 4:30pm until 6.00pm. 
Year K-12 Parent /Guardian workshop on Tuesday 7 March from 7.00pm until 8:30 pm. 
Year K-12 Parent workshop for parents, guardians and stakeholders focussing on programs and  
educational outcomes for Indigenous students on Wednesday 8 March from 6:00 until 7:30 pm.  

All meetings will be held in the secondary campus Hospitality and Tourism Centre.  
 

Code of Conduct – Commencing January 1, 2017, all Catholic Education WA employees, volunteers and students 
have been mandated to comply with the newly introduced Code of Conduct. The purpose of the Code of Conduct is 
to describe minimum standards of conduct in all behaviour and decision making to ensure the safety and well-being 
of students. The Code applies to staff, students, volunteers, parents and guardians as applicable. A copy of the Code 
of Conduct is available on the College website. 
 http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/policies.html  
 

Staff Farwell - On Thursday we farewelled Ellen Mahoney from 

St Mary’s College. Since graduating from SMC in 2014, Ellen has 

been working to assist staff and students in the Primary Library 

and in our Kindergarten. We thank Ellen for her great contribu-

tion to our College and wish Ellen and her family well for their 

move to Geraldton in the coming week.   

http://www.childhood.org.au


2017 West Kimberley Year 7 Induction Camp 
It was my privilege to be invited to attend this year’s Year 7 Induc-
tion Camp for the West Kimberley Clontarf Academy (WKA) held at 
Willare Station, some 167 kilometres east of Broome. 
 We departed the College at 9.30am and didn’t arrive at Willare until 
12 noon after successfully passing seven water crossings due to the 
recent heavy rain. On our arrival I was blown away by the enormous 
amount of water following down the Fitzroy River, a truly amazing 
sight. 
The main aims of the WKA is improving the education, self-disciple, 
life skills and self-esteem of our young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander boys who attend St Mary’s College and 
BSHS. 
The purpose of the camp was for the fifty-three boys who attended to learn 
about the six pillars of the Academy and through a number of fun filled chal-
lenging team games and activities help to build new friendships with each oth-
er and the staff who support them. 
I was very proud and impressed by the efforts and achievements of the St 
Mary’s boys who won many awards over the two day camp for their leader-
ship, sportsmanship, politeness and willingness to assist in all endeavours. Si-
mon Poelina from year 7 made a very impressive thank you to all the staff who 
attended the camp and his polished public speaking skills was for me another 
highlight of my time with the students. 
I am sure this induction camp will be fondly 
remembered by all who attended and will 
help make lasting friendships for many. 
 
Cley Anderson 
Year 7/8 Coordinator. 

 

Memorial Service - Broome Air Raid 75th Anniversary 
Staff and students of St Mary’s College have been busily preparing 
for their role in the Broome Air Raid 75th Anniversary Memorial Ser-
vice.  The memorial service will be held at Bedford Park on Friday, 3 
March 2017 commencing at 7:30am, where they will present a re-
flective performance, remembering the second-greatest wartime 
loss of life on Australian soil. 
 
As part of the preparations students have been learning about the 
events of that day and making crosses that will commemorate the 
89 known casualties and those who are still missing to this day. 
These crosses, along with many origami peace doves, will be used to 
engage those attending and assist with the reflective performance. 
 
Lest we forget.   



Term 1 school fees have now been issued!  
Term 1 school fees have now been issued. Please note that Y4 Sleep Over, Y5 Camp, Y6 
Camp, Y7 Camp, Y10 Camp & Taiji Exchange have been billed on this same statement.  
Should you wish to pay in full – fantastic! However we have billed these camps and ex-
change on the Term 1 bill, in order to provide an opportunity to spread the cost of these 
items across the school year. Should you wish to establish a payment plan, whereby you pay 
all costs for 2017 across the full year, please contact Amy Hyett, to help you make this arrangement.  
Thanks in advance for your payment of school fees. 

BOOK FAIR IS COMING! 
 

It’s Book Fair time again!  The Primary Library is once again overflowing with books, 
and students, parents and friends are all invited to come in, browse and choose a 
book or two to buy. There is an amazing range of books and activity kits to choose 
from and prices will suit every budget. The children will have the opportunity to look 
during library classes this week from Monday 20th February to Thursday 24th Feb-
ruary. They will bring home a ‘wish list’ of books they would really like to own. The 
following week, the Fair will be open to everyone before and after school from 
Monday 27th February to Thursday 2nd March. 
* Please come along and buy a book to encourage your child in their reading jour-
ney. A percentage of all sales comes back to the school. 
Sale Times:  Monday 27/2– Thursday 2/3   
  7.30 am – 7.50 am;  
  2.15pm – 3.00 pm. 

Do you hold a means tested Health Care Card or Pension Card?  
Holders of eligible Health Care Cards and Pension Cards are eligible for a discounts on Tuition fees  
The discounted fee covers tuition fees only. It does not cover additional charges such as camps, book hire, build-
ing levy, insurance, subject levies. The school’s normal sibling discounts will continue to apply to the already dis-
counted amount. 
 

What do I need to do to access this Scheme? 
To access the discount, parents/guardians will need to show a valid card to Amy Hyett, Business Manager. Please 
ensure that if you have been issued with a new card – please bring this in to Amy Hyett.   
 

2017 Secondary Assistance Scheme 
The State Government, through the Department of Education, provides financial support to eligible parents 
through the Secondary Assistance Scheme (SAS). The aim of the scheme is to assist low income families with sec-
ondary schooling costs. 
Eligible parents/guardians with students enrolled in Years 7 to 12 studying full-time secondary course at a WA 
private school will be able to apply for the SAS in 2017. 
The SAS consists of two allowances: 
$235 Education Program Allowance (payment made to the school); and 
$115 Clothing Allowance (payment made to the parent/guardian). 
Parents/guardians in receipt of the ABSTUDY School Fees Allowance from the Department of Human Services 
(Centrelink) are not eligible for the SAS, but may apply for the ABSTUDY Supplement Allowance. 
Please refer to the Eligibility and Procedures and application forms on the website.  
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