
NAIDOC – NAIDOC stands for       Na-

tional Aborigines and Islanders Day 

Observance Committee. Its origins 

can be traced to the emergence of 

Aboriginal groups in the 1920’s which 

sought to increase awareness in the 

wider community of the status and 

treatment of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Australians.  NAIDOC 

Week celebrations are held across 

Australia each year to celebrate the 

history, culture and achievements of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not 

only in Indigenous communities, but by Australians from all walks of life. The 2018 NAIDOC 

theme is “Because of Her, We Can!”, paying tribute to the active and significant roles of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women at all levels. Often the backbone of every fami-

ly, their achievements, their voices and their incredible strengths have paved the way for 

generations. This coming week the entire College will participate in a range of NAIDOC 

activities as we recognise and pay tribute to the very rich Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-

lander history and culture in our Community and Country. 
 

The NAIDOC Reconciliation Walk today, Friday 22nd June marked the commencement of 

NAIDOC activities in the Kullarri region.  The walk brings together Indigenous and non-

Indigenous people, local schools and organisations to show their support of reconciliation 

in modern Australia. St Mary’s College representatives proudly participated in the Recon-

ciliation Walk and afterwards gathered at the official opening ceremony on the lawned 

area at the Broome Shire Office. Our College Choir led by Mrs Tania McKenna joined by 

other Broome students gave a splendid performance at the opening ceremony. On Mon-

day, 25 June I invite everyone to join us in our annual NAIDOC Liturgy which will be cele-

brated at the Primary Campus at 9:30 am. You are all welcome to stay for a morning tea 

afterwards. There will be many other activities throughout the week across both campuses. 

Thank you to Janelle Kennedy, all our College ATA’s, the Deadly Sista Girlz staff and to staff 

who have supported and worked hard to prepare for the coming weeks celebrations. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 

God of love, you are the Creator of all things 

We thank you for your gifts 

Teach us to respect all cultures 

Teach us to care for our land and waters 

Help us to bring about spiritual and social change to 

improve the quality of life for all groups in our communi-

ties, especially the disadvantaged. 

Help young people to find true dignity and self-esteem 

by your Spirit 

May your power and love be the foundations on which 

we build our families, our communities and our Nation, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

22nd June 2018 

June/July 

Primary Interschool netball/football Derby 22 

NAIDO WALK 8.30am 22 

Kimberley Cup  25-29 

LAST DAY  OF TERM FOR STUDENTS 
29th 

June 

First day Term 3   ALL STUDENTS 
16th 

July 
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MELBOURNE EXCHANGE – Over the past fort-

night we have welcomed eight students and 

four staff from both Xavier and Genazzano 

Colleges in Melbourne to participate in the St 

Mary’s College Kimberley Exchange Pro-

gram. From Genazzano we welcomed staff 

members Marea Lanki and Jackie Horgan, 

students Harriet Fulton, Myfanwy 

Halse,Hannah Hill and Georgia Ryan. From 

Xavier College we welcomed staff members 

Adrianne Harrowfield and Russell Spinks stu-

dents Adrian Bevilacqua, Harry Borovac, Jo-

seph Ireland and James Whelan. 2018 marks 

the 30th Anniversary of this wonderful program which, between 

three schools has touched the lives of so many. This initiative, 

which began in 1988 created a path to reconciliation twenty 

years prior to the national apology which took place in 2008, 

and for that I recognise everyone who supported and continues 

to respect the program. I acknowledge the past Principals and 

supportive staff of the schools, the young participants who 

shared their lives and cultures in their endeavors to learn about 

lives of fellow Australians outside their comfort zones and to the 

selfless commitment to the program by host families. Congratu-

lations to all on reaching this significant milestone! 

YEAR 6 QUIZ NIGHT – The major fundraiser for the Year 6 Camp is 

the Quiz Night which was held on 9 June.  We are very grateful 

for the amount of support received from the parents and friends 

of St Mary’s College and the wider Broome community. The 

night was a great success due to the generous community spirit 

and to the hard work and commitment by staff and parents. I 

particularly thank Laura Merrick and James Ryan for the organi-

sation of the event and all who supported them. I also 

acknowledge Notre Dame University for the great venue and for 

their ongoing support of our College and to the business com-

munity of Broome who donated wonderful prizes.  The Year 6 

class are very excited as it is getting closer to the time when they 

will be travelling to Canberra for their much-anticipated school 

camp.  
 

KIMBERLEY CUP – Taking place next week is also ‘The Kimberley Cup’ which is the sporting event 

in the Kimberley, with schools from across the region competing in a range of sports which in-

clude, Basketball, Volleyball, Netball, Indoor Soccer, Touch Footy, Mixed Netball and Football. St 

Mary’s students have been training in all the fields for this event and I am sure they will partici-

pate with great spirit and energy. Many thanks to Mark Dellar for his coordination and hard work 

and to all the staff who have been training and coaching the students in preparation. Good 

luck, and we look forward to hearing about the event next term.  
 

INTERSCHOOL FOOTBALL AND NETBALL – Best wishes to our Primary Netball and Football teams 

who have travelled to Derby today to compete in the Interschool Carnival. We look forward to 

hearing about the event in the next newsletter. Thank you to Jacob Windle, Pip Mitchell, Joseph 

Bedford and Din Hunter for training the students and travelling with them to Derby.  

Rebecca Burton (nee Pigram) 

photo taken on first exchange 

to Genazzano in 1988. Rebecca 

says “It is an experience I will 

never forget no matter what. 

My goal is return to Genazzano 

one day” 



BANNERS IN THE TERRACE COMPETITION – Each 

year Shires from throughout Western Australia run 

a competition where schools and community 

groups can enter designs promoting their local 

districts. The winning designs are then displayed 

as banners in St George’s Terrace during Local 

Government Week. We congratulate Year 8 stu-

dent Bella Hill on her winning design which will 

represent the Shire of Broome. Congratulations 

also to Art Teacher, Helen Capsalis.   

EXAMS AND REPORTS – Our Teachers have been 

very busy marking assessments and completing 

Semester 1 reports. These reports will be mailed to 

you during the coming school holidays. Student reports provide you with a clear picture of your 

child’s achievements and the progress they have made. 
  

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS – Congratulations to the Christian Brothers who are celebrating 150 Years 

of service in Australia this year. A Mass was celebrated at Nulungu Chapel last week to give 

thanksgiving for the Brothers work, in particular for their work here as one of the founding orders 

of our College. The Christian Brothers arrived in Broome in 1971 to open Nulungu College.  
 

CONDOLENCES – Recently we received news of the passing of Sr Mary Murray, a Loreto Sister 

who came to Broome in 1978 to teach at St Mary’s School. Sr Mary Murray then became the 

Principal of the school from 1981 to 1984. Many will remember Sister as a dedicated, creative 

and energetic Teacher who was much loved by her pupils. Sister Mary Murray last visited our 

school in 2008 when we celebrated our Centenary. We have sent our condolences to the 

Loreto Sisters and to the family of Sister Mary Murray. May she rest in peace. 
 

ORDINATION OF DEACON JOHN BOSCO – Tomorrow, Saturday 23 June, Deacon John Bosco will 

be Ordained to the Ministry of Priesthood at the Cathedral.  The College Community is most 

welcome to attend the Mass and to witness and be a part of this very special ceremony as 

Deacon John receives the Sacrament of Holy Orders as he enters Priesthood. A meal will be 

served in the Broome Civic Centre following the Mass for everyone. Fr John will be delivering his 

first Mass on Sunday at 9.00am followed by a morning tea. 
 

KIMBERLEY RURAL HEALTH ALLIANCE- We are very excited about a new initiative with the Kim-

berley Rural Health Alliance through Notre Dame University and St Mary’s College. As part of 

this project we are hosting several Occupational Therapy practical students who are working 

with students from Kindergarten to Year 6 on a rotation. Already we have come to say farewell 

and thank you to students, Stephanie Balis, Lydia Hobden, Samantha Higgins, Claire Comben 

and Tiffany Arberry who are completing their placements as part of the Rural Health Alliance 

partnership.  

STAFFING – As we have reached the end of Term 2, we have some staff to farewell. Farewell 

and best wishes to student teachers Kaitlin Battel, Gabrielle Ozzegovic, Madeleine Schrauth, 

Janna Lott will be leaving to return to their studies. We also say farewell to staff members, Myra 

Faulds and Samuel Malak. Myra commenced work with us in 2015 in the program, Our Mob as 

First Educators. Myra worked in the support role of Aboriginal Teaching Assistant, she contribut-

ed significantly to the setup of the Center and became crucial to the role of liaising with fami-

lies and school. We wish Myra and her family all the best. Samuel Malak commenced work at 

our College eight years ago in 2010. 



He commenced his teaching on the Primary campus as an Information Technology Teacher 

and then transferred to the Secondary campus where he taught Digital Technology, Media 

Studies and Humanities and Social 

Sciences. God bless Samuel and fam-

ily and we wish them all the best as 

they relocate to Perth.                                                                                                             

END OF TERM 2 – As this will be the last 

newsletter for Term 2, on behalf of the 

staff and myself, I take this opportuni-

ty to say thank you once more for 

your continued support for the 

school. I hope you all have a wonder-

ful break and some special family 

times together, we look forward to 

another exciting term which will com-

mence on Monday 16 July.    



 

Pathways Maths 

Students in Pathways maths classes are installing an aquarium. They are using their maths skills to measure 

things like the length, width and depth of the tank to find its volume, then converting the volume to ca-

pacity. 

Students estimated the cost of materials and travelled to Broome Nursery to observe the fish and used 

their research skills to find the most appropriate fish that could survive in the conditions at school. They 

found out about the effect of temperature of the water and the best way to care for them. 

The students are planning to start with one breed of fish and if successful look into other breeds as well. 

 



Genazzano Exchange Students planted a tree on the College grounds to mark a significant 

milestone in our College’s history. The  30th Anniversary of the exchanges between our Col-

leges. 

Pictured with the girls is Rebecca Burton (Pigram) who participated in the very first exchange 

in 1988. She is holding a copy of the original speech which she gave in Melbourne.  

 



 

Daniel Ralph, Year 10 is recognised 

at our College assembly for his in-

credible success at the Geraldton 

Short Course Swimming event win-

ning a total of 8 medals. 

 

Ms Coby Rhatigan is recognised at 

our College assembly for her out-

standing achievement in winning the 

Parents and Friends Federation of WA 

Award of Excellence for Building a 

Positive Catholic School Community. 
 

Genazzano girls and The dealt Sista Girlz get together and 

make damper. 

Genazzano girls involved in the NAIDOC walk 

 



Australian author 

Suzanne 

Gervay Talks to 

Secondary 
 

Renown author, Su-

zanne Gervay present-

ed two interest-

ing talks to Years 7 & 8 

followed by Years 9 & 

10, on Tuesday 5 June 

in the Notre Dame 

Hall. Suzanne shared 

her family life stories 

and how the experi-

ence of her parents 

being refugees who 

escaped from war, 

communism and ter-

rorism in Hungary im-

pacted on her own life and on her writing. Suzanne spoke passionately about her 

books, her story writing and how she is committed to getting books into the hands of the 

less fortunate. 

After her talk Suzanne visited the Secondary Library to see where her books are shared 

and read. Congratulations to Matilda Moase and Nicholas Ignacio who were selected 

by Suzanne for asking the most interesting question during their talk. Both won a book 

prize. 

Suzanne's books are on display in the Library and available for borrowing over the holi-

day period. 



SECONDARY INTERSCHOOL 

CROSS  

COUNTRY TERM 3, WEEK 1  

FRIDAY  

JULY 20th 

BROOME POLICE STATION 
Friday 29th June 2018 

Time: 9:30am – 11:30am 
Broome Police Station grounds 

 



‘Icon of Mary’ Art Competition  
 

As part of the primary campus Feast Day celebrations this year, all primary students 

from Kindy to Year 6  were encouraged to take part in the ‘Icon of Mary’ Art Com-

petition. The students were required to complete a piece of art depicting a picture 

of Mary. A winner was selected from each classroom. The winners were: 
 

YEAR 6 HAITANA HICKS, JAY HILL YEAR 5  BILLY CAHILL, ADAM QUAYLE YEAR 4 

ZUNEAH LUKE LANCE,NALANA SAVO YEAR 3 JADA HOWARD, SHIRLEY WYNNE YEAR 2 

IZABELLA LAWRIE-CORBET, LANA BUTTON YEAR 1 

MATILDA GARLAND, OLIVER MERRICK PRE-PRIMARY LILA-MAE POELINA, REBEKAH HILL 

KINDY BASIA  

GARSTONE, CHACE PHILLIPS JARRAR BURU LEBRON AUBURN 
 

Congratulations to all students who participated in this competition. 
 

Ms Josie 

Primary Art Specialist 

 



Broome Mock Trial Competition 
On Wednesday the 20th of June St. Mary’s College par-

ticipated in Broome’s very first Mock Trial Competition at 

the Broome Courthouse! Our team has been working 

hard in Mock Trial workshops at lunch time and after 

school this term in the lead-up to Wednesday evening’s 

trial. The 2018 Mock Trial Competition was a ‘Broome first’ 

that saw Broome Senior High School and St. Mary’s Col-

lege go head-to-head in a tough case that alleged the 

theft of a product from a pharmacy by a lady named 

Josie (played by Aaliyah Richardson). Josie was joined 

by her friend Bruce (played by Enya Lippert) as a witness 

for the case. The barristers (Bohemia Crawford and Luna 

Lippert) did a marvellous job with their examinations and 

cross-examinations and in responding to the challenges 

thrown at them by the prosecution team (BSHS). Our bar-

risters were instructed by a solicitor (Grace Strain) who 

madly kept up with this fast-paced trial when writing her 

supporting notes and assisting our barristers. The court’s 

judge’s associate (Isaiah McKenna) met the challenge 

of recording the many objections that were raised and 

assisted the magistrate in her management of the case. 

Gabby Hill was our supporting reserve all the way 

through and even got a shot in the magistrate’s chair in 

our workshops. Thanks to our team, our defendant was found not guilty! We finished the round on 136.5 

points against Broome Senior High Schools 144 points – one awesome competition! Special thanks go to 

all of the students for so willingly giving up their time to be involved in such a new and exciting experi-

ence. Thanks must also go to Kimberley and Pilbara Lawyers and the Broome Courthouse for supporting 

the competition and both of teams in so many ways.  



Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/

Notre Dame upcoming events July and August 
For more information and to register for any events, visit notredame.edu.au/events  
 

A Day in the Life of a Uni Student 

Friday 6 July 

Year 10, 11 and 12 students are invited to Notre Dame’s Fremantle Campus for A Day in the Life 

of a University Student to experience what student life at Notre Dame is really like! Visit our cam-

pus, take part in lectures and activities, enjoy a tour of our town university, and meet current stu-

dents and academics.   

 
1-on-1 Advice Sessions 

July 9-July 13 

Considering your uni options but unsure of the right degree for you? Book in for a 1-on-1 advice 

session at the Fremantle Campus during the July school holidays. Speak with our advisors about 

degrees that align with your strengths and interests and how to apply. 

 
Notre Dame Open Day  

Sunday 19 August 

Kick-start your uni journey at the Notre Dame Open Day. Enjoy the atmospheric Fremantle cam-

pus, check out the facilities, enjoy music, food and games and get involved in the festivities.  

 

In a tense 

battle in 

the final 

stages of 

the Primary 

Chess Tour-

n a m e n t , 

A l i s t a i r 

Bradley (5S) 

came out 

on top with 

a score of 

6.5 out of a 

possible 7. 

He was 

closely fol-

lowed by 

S h a e - E l l a 

Bradley (6L) 

and Fletcher 

Moase (5P) 

while Kai 

Young (5P), 

Taj Hutchinson (6J) and Willem 

Miedema (4C) were hot on their heels. 

The lead changed several times and all 

players in this group are champions! 

There were 40 players overall from 

Years 3-6, and they contested over 7 

games so it was a ‘full-on’ day! Con-

gratulations to all who participated. 
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