
I would like to start by thanking students, families and staff for working together to ensure a very 

smooth and productive start to our new school year. 

It certainly was a very hot, but rewarding past two weeks with our students. I commend our staff for 

a wonderful job in welcoming students and families. They have created beautiful and dynamic 

class rooms and organised parent teacher nights to keep you all informed. By now most of our new 

families would have been contacted by your child/children’s teachers in our efforts to keep you 

informed and to enable you to be the vital link in the important three-way partnership between stu-

dent/teacher and parents/guardians. By the end of next week, I would expect that the parents 

and guardians of all new students and all Year 7’s will have been contacted by a staff member to 

speak about their progress at the College. 

As a College in 2016, we are excited about 

promoting and encouraging new initiatives 

recognising positive behaviours and it is 

great to be focussing on promoting these 

positive behaviours from Years K-12. I thank 

you as parents and guardians for your trust 

and support in the education of your child, 

as we work to create positive learning envi-

ronments enabling each child to achieve 

their full potential throughout the year.  

Lent and Project Compassion 

Our whole College celebrated the begin-

ning of lent on Ash Wednesday with a Mass 

last week. Throughout the season of Lent, our College will raise funds for the Caritas Project Com-

passion, to assist others less fortunate than ourselves in the Kimberley, Australia and overseas. In the 

past, our College community has been outstanding in their generosity towards Caritas, raising signif-

icant amounts for Project Compassion.  Thank you for supporting and encouraging your children to 

support the fundraising initiatives we will have in the school and in our parish in the coming weeks.   

Student Representative Council Induction Ceremony  

The school sees leadership as being important to successful personal outcomes, both at school and 

as productive members of the broader community. The school’s Student Representative Council 

provides opportunities for students to experience and develop their leadership skills and to repre-

sent the College at school and community events. Student representatives are elected from each 

year level by their peers and in the case of the Head Boy and Head Girl of the College by their 

teachers as well. This week, we congratulated Year 12 Luisa Hungerford - Morgan on being elected 

to the position of Head Girl. Luisa joins Head Boy - Anton Diss; Ministry Captain - April Ford; Sports 

Captain - Sharee Dolby; Cultural Captain - Shania Hunter; Barbier House Captain - Keely May; Rice 

House Captain - TJ McLeod; O’Brien House Captain - Dexter Lance and Ward House Captain - Alex 

Beuke as our senior SRC members. Next Wednesday morning, February 24 commencing at 8.00am 

in the Notre Dame Hall, there will be an assembly for Years 6-12. During the assembly, our 2016 SRC 

from Years 8-12 will be presented with badges and our Year 6 students SRC students who were 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 

Dear God 

If I cannot be brilliant, let me be kind. If I cannot 

change the world, let me inspire just one other to do 

so.  If I cannot give away riches, let me be lov-

ing. Let me be known for kindness, for it is the great-

est glory. Amen. 

19 February 2016 

February Events 

Reconciliation parent workshop 5.30pm 23rd 

Presentation & blessing of Yr 6-12 badges, 8am 

Notre Dame Hall 
24th 

Assembly 5N 26th 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Commitment Mass 27th 
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elected last week will also have their badges blessed. Our Year 7 SRC members will be selected following 

the Year 7 Camp in Week 5.    
 

Positive Teachers 2016 

I would like to draw your attention to an opportunity where you can nominate a Teacher/s within the Col-

lege as part of the Australian Positive Schools. Australian Positive Teacher of the Year aims to celebrate 

and acknowledge the vital contribution that teachers make to social and emotional wellbeing and posi-

tive education in their classrooms and schools.  In addition to giving a special award to outstanding Posi-

tive Teachers at each event, recognition and congratulations will be given to all nominees by Positive 

Schools. It would be wonderful to have some of our staff recognised for the positive commitment they 

make to our students and College community.  More information can be found by visiting their website 

http://www.positiveschools.com.au/ 

 R.I.P. Brother Pat Kelly              

Br Pat Kelly CFC, a Christian Brother who had a keen interest and a close 

friendship with a number of our staff passed away on Friday evening in 

Perth. Please keep Br Pat, his family, and also Br Berkley, Br Peter from 

Broome in your prayers at this sad time. Br Pat was also regular attendee 

and supporter of St Mary’s College at the Catholic Performing Arts and 

Angelico Arts events in Perth. Br Pat was a well-respected Teacher and 

Principal, who in in later years was appointed from 2007 as Cluster Leader 

for the Christian Brothers in WA, and was a member of the Catholic Educa-

tion Commission. I will be representing St Mary’s College at Br Pat’s Mass 

and burial this Friday in Perth.  

We are also aware that many families and some staff members in our 

community have also been saddened with the loss of loved ones in the 

last few weeks. Please keep Josie Mazzulla, her mum Angelina and all of 

Josie’s family in your prayers. Josie’s dad, Eugenio Mazzulla who celebrated his 98th Birthday last week 

passed away peacefully in Perth. We also keep in our prayers Simon the brother of Rose Bin Swani who 

passed away after suffering a grave illness. We pray for comfort and healing for the Mazzulla, Bin Swani 

and Howard families.  May the souls of the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  

 

Staff News 

This week, our Teacher Assistants Yoshi Hunter and Prince Dallas Hill are away in Melbourne at University 

commencing their teaching degree. We wish them both all the best in their new course.    

Best wishes to all staff who are at the Kimberley Orientation and Induction this week. I hope you find the 

days enlightening and purposeful.  

Our College history continues to be entwined with relationships which have been maintained with the 

founding orders. We have received news from our ex staff members which many of you as parents and ex

-students of the College may know. Christian Brothers, Br Peter Negus (Principal of Nulungu College 1985-

1990) and Br Laurie Negus (Principal of Nulungu College 1978-1984, and Teaching Staff member 1988-

1992)have recently taken ill in Perth. Hopefully, I will be able to meet and convey our best wishes to the 

two Brothers when I attend the funeral of Br Pat Kelly this week. 

Please also keep in your prayers our staff members who are sick, and those who have sick family mem-

bers.  

Sister Margaret Scott (OLM Sister, Teacher at Nulungu College and Lombadina, Principal at Derby and 

Gibb River schools) who is now teaching in South Sudan, has asked us to pray for peace in this area. Sr 

Margaret’s compound and staff were violently attacked by rebels in Yambio two weeks ago. 

Ongoing recognition of the contribution people have made over the past 108 years is crucial to keeping 

the culture of the school and extending these relationships. Rice House recognises the Christian Brothers 

and Barbier House, the Our Lady of the Mission Sisters. 
 

Webpage and Facebook Page 

St Mary’s College strives to do its best by enhancing our relationship with parents and guardians, and 

communication is the key. I encourage you to access our website which has all our information available, 

including each copy of the newsletters. The newsletters will go home each fortnight with the eldest child in 

http://www.positiveschools.com.au/2016%20Positive%20Schools%20Positive%20Teacher%20of%20the%20Year%202016.html


 

Caritas Fundraising 

Letters will be coming home outlining our fundraising 

events on Primary during Lent. Each Class or year level 

have placed an event on the calendar that you are 

asked to support. Please place a copy of the Lenten 

Calendar up at home so you can refer to this. We will 

send reminders. We are always very successful with our 

Project Compassion efforts and we are expecting anoth-

er great year of fundraising in 2016 with your support. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As a parish community we celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Lent. This is a special time to 

undertake the learning of this Sacrament as the focus is on forgiving others and striving to be better, which 

is what we are all trying for during this Lenten time. Students from St Mary’s will be joining catechist students 

along with their parents on Tuesday 23rd February to start their preparation and journey for this Sacrament 

at our Parent Information Evening. Please make sure if your child is in Year Four and Catholic and is wanting 

to receive this sacrament that you complete the Enrolment Form and return to the Front Office. 
 

Carpark 

Please make sure that you are using car park etiquette. The circular park is simply for drop off and pick up 

only. If everyone is doing the right thing then this has a flow on effect for us 

all. Please ensure that you are moving the correct way in the carpark, as all 

areas are ONE WAY only. The safety of children is our upmost priority, so 

please ensure that you are following our requests so that we all remain safe 

and happy at pick up and drop off. We have new signs in our drop off area 

and if everyone does the right thing, then we can ensure this is a speedy and 

pleasant experience for everyone. 

 
 

Water Fun Day 

Whilst the Swimming Carnival is on for the Yrs 3-6 students, our Early years stu-

dents will be remaining at school participating in a Water Fun Day. A note 

requesting helpers will be sent out next week. Please contact kenne-

dy.janenell@cathednet.wa.edu.au if you are able to assist. 
 

Parent Teacher Information Evening 

Thank you to all families who attended our Parent Information Evening on Wednesday night. There was 

such a positive buzz around the Campus, it is so special for children to see their families taking an interest in 

their learning. We hope you enjoyed the Fish Fingers 

and Vego Pizzas too! 

Thanks to amazing teach-

ers for the time and effort 

you put in to make this such 

an informative evening for 

families, we are extremely 

lucky to have such commit-

ted and outstanding staff 

and families at SMC!  
 

 

 

FROM HEAD OF PRIMARY                                                  Coby Rhatigan 

 I also encourage parents to like our Facebook page and to use it to keep up to date on happenings 

around our school, parish and community. I also remind you to please ensure that we have all your current 

contact details and that if you should have any concerns with anything to please come and talk to us.  



SRC 2016 

Over the last two weeks our Year Six students have 

demonstrated their leadership potential as they prepared 

and delivered speeches for the SRC Leadership Nomina-

tions for 2016. Students, Staff and Parents were extremely 

impressed with the amazing speeches students present-

ed. A huge thanks to Mr James, Mr Kello & Miss Rebecca 

for their preparation of students in their content, delivery 

and empathy. Incredibly impressive group of leaders for 

sure! 

Head Boy – Joshua Newton 

Deputy Head Boy – Benji Dep 

Head Girl – Grace Hailes 

Deputy Head Girl – Teaghan Hastie 

Barbier House Captains – Udi Bin Swani & Matilda Moase 

O’Brien House Captains – Nathan Ralph &  

Reshinta Bradshaw 

Rice House Captains – MJacob Gould & Demi Bowd 

Ward House Captains – Digby Stokes & Amaliyah Treacy 

Uniform 

Just a timely reminder for students and parents regarding the expec-

tations for Uniforms. We hope that these examples of students in the 

correct uniform are useful. Please also be aware that we are selling 

School Hats on Primary for $10 each to ensure that students have 

easy access to these. 
 

Lost Property 

Please make sure that students belongings have their names on them, as 

this makes it extremely easy to return these. We will have one small basket of 

lost property outside our Office for students to check if they 

have lost anything!  
 

Positive Behaviour Support 

Last week we launched our mascot for our positive           

Behaviour Support with great excitement from our students 

and staff! Please ask your children about what our three 

core values and ask them to explain these to you. With Lis-

tening Hearts we are Kind, Responsible & Respectful. We 

have been awarding tokens to students that we notice being kind, being respectful and 

being responsible in the playground. We placed these in containers and drew out a win-

ner for each expectation at Assembly last Friday, our winners won a voucher to our Canteen.  

Would you like to establish a payment arrangement to help pay fees this 

year?  
 

Welcome back to school!  
 

Term 1 school fees have now been billed and posted to you in the mail. 

This year the various camps and excursions have been billed on the fees 

statement, hopefully making it easier to track your progress of payment of all costs. 

If you would like to pop in and see Amy Hyett at any time, you are welcome to set up a payment arrangement to 

start paying these fees in instalments across the year.   
 

There are many options for payment of school fees, and families are en-

courage to speak with Amy to determine the best way to make pay-

ment.  Fees can be paid using either cash at the reception on Secondary 

Campus, Cheque, EFTPOS, direct bank transfer, BPAY or Centrepay.   
 
 

Do you hold a valid Centrelink Health Care Card (means tested) or Cen-

trelink Pensioner Concession Card?  

If you hold a valid Centrelink Health Care Card (means tested) or Cen-

trelink Pensioner Concession Card, please drop in to see Amy Hyett to pre-

sent your card. This card, provided it is means tested and lists your children 

on the card, will entitled you to discounted school fees.  If you hold either 

card, you will also be able to establish a payment arrangement via Cen-



 

Chaz and Jazaliah 
comparing the 
lengths of play 

Harper making cir-
cles for her pizza. 

Nikyah threading beads to 
a given number 

PPY 

We have had a fabulous start to the year in 
PPY. 
 

Thank you parents and carers for attending 
the parent information sessions and for all 
your support in making the beginning of 2016, 
a smooth transition for your children moving 
into  Pre Primary.  
 

The children have been working very hard in 
the pclassroom and trying really hard to learn 
the classroom and school expectation,  
 

One of the most exciting learning experiences 
this term has been making pancakes for 
Shrove Tuesday, they were yummy!!!! 

Zarimah and Kirk 
making letters with 

shapes. 

PPY enjoying their yummy pancakes. 

Tori writing CVC words. 



ASH WEDNESDAY 
  

Our College community, along with staff from the Catholic Education Office of WA, staff from The Universi-

ty of Notre Dame and members of our local community joined with us for Ash Wednesday on February 

10th.  The Mass was concelebrated by Bishop Christopher, Monsignor Paul and Fr. Marcelo Parra in the 

Secondary undercover area.    Bishop Christopher reminded us of our Lenten commitments encouraging 

us to pray, fast, and to offer our lives in service.  He referred the importance of seeking forgiveness and re-

newing our lives.  

For the first time in the history of our College, our Ministry Captain, April Ford, assisted with the distribution of 

ashes and Holy Communion. 

The choir, under the direction of Ms Tania Praino, led the singing beautifully and the student community 

participated in a prayerful reflective manner.  Ash Wednesday also marked the beginning of our Lenten 

journey and the launch of Project Compassion for 2016.    Brian Kane 

 



 BOOK FAIR IS COMING! 
 

It’s Book Fair time again!  The Primary Library will once again be overflowing 

with books and students, parents and friends are all invited to come in, 

browse and choose a book or two to buy. There is an amazing range of 

books and activity kits to choose from and prices will suit every budget. The 

children will have the opportunity to look during library classes next week 

from Monday 22nd February to Friday 26th February. They will bring home a 

‘wish list’ of books they would really like to own. The following week, the Fair 

will be open to everyone before and after school from Monday 29th Febru-

ary to Thursday 3rd March. 

 

* Please come along and buy a book to encourage your child in their reading journey.  

 

Sale Times:  Monday 29/2– Thursday 3/3   

7.30 am – 7.55 am;  

2.15pm – 3.30 pm. 

My Kitchen Rules 
 

Certificate II Hospitality student 

Anton Diss has applied his knife 

skills to precision cuts of food 

r e a d y  f o r  ‘ M i s  e n 

Place’ (everything in its place). 

The chefs roll of knives were out 

& sharpened for this Master-

class  

Materials Technology: 

Wood 
 

During Materials Tech-

nology: Wood class 

Che Maher from Rice 

House made a folda-

ble table out of recy-

cled timber in the De-

sign & Technology 

room.  

Secondary House Swimming carnival at the 

BRAC on Friday the 11th of March – Excitement 

is our middle name!!! 

ATTENTION YEAR 11 AND 12  

                  STUDENTS 
 

From Week 5 onwards, Miss Sally 

and Miss Nupur will be offering a 

special 1 hour help session every 

week for Senior School Mathemat-

ics and English. We will be   locat-

ed in the library.  
 

Session days will be advised in the 

daily notices. Please avail yourself 

of this great opportunity to clarify  

your learning.  
 

Week 5 will be from 2.30 to  3.30 

on Wednesday 2nd March. 
 

Miss Sally Sharp & Mrs Nupur Davis 

 

Homework Centre will run as per 

normal Monday,   Tuesday & 

Wednesday from 2.30—3.30. 
 

 

 



Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/

 
P&F Meeting – Everyone is welcome to attend the next meeting on Tues-
day 13th October at 7.00pm at the Primary Staff Room.  It’s the first Tues-
day back at school after the holiday break. 
 

Movie Night Term 3 – It’s on Friday 30th October.  It’s not just about the 
movie (Big Hero 6) but the yummy curries and food, the community at-
mosphere, the warm evening and the stars!  The whole of the Broome 
community is welcome to attend.  If you can lend a hand for any amount 
of time to help make the event happen please contact Lynette at 
lynette_hersey@hotmail.com 
 

Raffle Prizes – If you think you might have a good prize or idea to sup-
port one of the Movie Night Raffles, please email belin-
da.dwyer@yahoo.com.au or call 0419 895 367 
 

ANZ / St Mary’s Fundraising Partnership – If you or a family member 
is thinking of taking out a loan for a mortgage, you can also benefit your 
school by doing so!  Look out for ANZ at upcoming events such as movie 
night or visit the Primary or Secondary Office to get an information pack-
age as to how you can also benefit St Mary’s College. 

 

School Banking – Many St Mary’s kids participate in school banking 
each Thursday morning by depositing a small amount into their very own 
bank account.  The Commonwealth Bank provide fun gifts for the kids 
along the way to help kids save and have fun.  If you’d like an account for 
your child, come and see the friendly crew on the verandah outside the 
Primary Office on a Thursday morning to set up an account. 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

 
 

 

 

   
The Council and Staff of the Parents and Friends Federation of 

WA would like to welcome everyone back to the new school 

year.  We trust that at this stage, into week 2, you are all back 

into the routine of lunches, uniforms and searching for those 

elusive permission slips at the bottom of school bags. 

  

The staff here in the office have hit the ground running and 

are currently working hard to get information about our up-

coming conference in May out to all schools.  The dates for 

the conference this year are Friday 20th and Saturday 21st 

May.  The Awards of Excellence in Building Positive School 

Communities will be presented at the conference dinner on 

Friday 20th May.  Nomination forms for the Awards of Excel-

lence are already available on our website, so get your entry 

in early! 

  

We are also receiving lots of calls in the office from parents 

who are working hard to ensure P&F’s and parent groups get 

off to a good start for the year.  If you need any information 

about office bearer’s roles, governance or just some general 

advice please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

  

Theresa McDonnell, the new Liaison Officer at the Federation, 

has settled beautifully into our small office and she, along with 

Siobhan Allen (our Executive Officer) is looking forward to get-

ting out and about and meeting with parents and parent 

groups in Catholic schools throughout the state.  If you would 

like to arrange a visit from PFFWA to your school, please con-

tact the office or email theresa@pff.wa.edu.au and we would 

be delighted to organise a time. 

  
Best wishes 

PFFWA Council and Staff 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pffwa       

UNIFORM SHOP IS 
OPEN MONDAY, 
WEDNESDAY & 
FRIDAY 7.30AM 
TILL 10.00AM. 
LOCATED ON THE 
SECONDARY 
CAMPUS 
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