
St Mary’s College Represents 

Thursday 3 March marked the 74th anniversary of 

the WWII air raid on Broome, when 88 people lost 

their lives and 22 aircraft was destroyed in Roebuck 

Bay.  Student representatives, Joshua Newton, 

Grace Hailes, Benji Dep, Teagan Hastie, Minmae 

Pineda and Dexter Lance represented our College 

at a ceremony held at the war memorial in Bed-

ford Park. The students were accompanied by Ms 

Lea Wilson and I and we were extremely proud of 

them. They stood dignified in their uniforms, greet-

ed the President of the RSL in Broome and repre-

sentatives from the Broome Shire, with confidence 

and pride. The Primary Head Boy and Head Girl, 

Joshua and Grace with Minmae and Dexter laid a wreath on behalf of the College. After the      

ceremony they were invited back to the RSL for a drink where they mingled with the other guest.   

Some of our students still have family who remember very well this significant day in the history of 

our town.   
 

SRC INDUCTION AND BLESSING OF BADGES 

At the Notre Dame Hall last week, Monsignor Paul blessed the badges before they were presented 

to our St Mary’s College student leaders and  class representatives. Congratulations to our SRC for 

2016;  

Head Boy- Anton Diss, 

Head Girl- Luisa Hungerford-Morgan 

Ministry Captain-April Ford 

Sports Captain – Sharee Dolby 

Cultural Captain- Shania Hunter 

Primary Head Boy- Joshua Newton 

Primary Head Girl- Grace Hailes 

Deputy Head Boy-James Dep 

Deputy Head Girl-Teagan Hastie 

Barbier House Captains- Keely May, Udi Bin 

Swani and Matilda Moase 

O’Brien House Captains-Dexter Lance,    

Nathan Ralph, Reshinta Bradshaw 

Rice House Captains-TJ Mcleod, Jacob Gould, 

Demi Bown 

Ward House Captains-Alex Beuke, Digby Stokes, Amaliya Treacy 

Year 8 Representatives-Charlotte Davies, Isaiah McKenna  

Year 9 Representatives –Angel Dale, Finn Stokes 

Year 10 Representatives-Rose Hamaguchi, Max Healy 

Year 11 Representatives-Minmae Pineda and Taj Jamieson  
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 

Dear God 
Thank you for the chance to play and relax. 

Help us to use our free time  for our good 
and for the good of others.  

Amen 

4th March, 2016 

March Events 

Primary Swimming Carnival 10th 

Primary Student Free Day 11th 

Secondary Swimming Carnival 11th 

Kimberley Clontarf Shield Yrs 7-9 16th 

Primary Assembly  3E 18th 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Retreat Day Yr4 18th 
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Project Compassion 

It is wonderful to see so much activity based around Project Compassion and the associated fundraising 

from Kindergarten to Year 12. Our Teachers have made a great effort in raising the awareness with the 

students of the importance of Christian Charity and Service. I thank Parents and Guardians also for your 

encouragement and generosity and for helping your children to see the importance of assisting others less 

fortunate than ourselves. Please remember if you make a personal donation to Caritas it is a tax deducti-

ble donation and a receipt can be organised by contacting our reception. 

Last week, our senior students were fortunate to take part in a polycom session delivered by Martin    

Mazinga from Malawi. It was a powerful way for them to hear firsthand how their fundraising efforts are 

helping others in need. 

Two very important events are coming up and we would love you to please come along.  

 

 The Caritas Garage Sale – this Saturday 5 March at the Nicholas Emo Centre, Robinson Street 

(opposite the Hospital) from 8:00am to 12:00pm.  

 Caritas Parish Dinner - on Saturday 12 March will be held at our College, on the lawn area outside 

the H& T Building on Port Drive.  Tickets are $40 and can be obtained from the Parish house. This is a 

great opportunity to mingle with fellow Parishioners whilst enjoying some of the culinary talents and 

local entertainment. 
 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to the Year 4’s who made their commitment to their Sacrament of Reconciliation journey 

last Saturday night. Thank you to their Teachers and parents for the preparation and participation. 
 

Parent and Friends 

My sincere thanks to our all parents and guardians for your support in working alongside our staff to       

continue to create a positive learning environment for your children. Special thanks to the members of the      

Parents and Friends past and present who are a committed and dedicated group who play a significant 

role in providing assistance to the development of the school. Last week saw the election of new office     

bearers as follows; President for 2016- Natalie Giancono, Treasurer for 2016 - Kristina Smith, positions are still 

vacant for the Secretary role and the P&F representative on the College Board for 2016. Thank you to the 

outgoing President, Belinda Dwyer and outgoing Treasurer, Nat Giancono for your dedication and hard 

work. The next meeting of the P&F is scheduled to take place on Tuesday 5 April. 

 

Year 7 Camp 

Each year we hold a Year 7 camp in Term 1 to provide an introduction to Secondary schooling at the  

College and to give an opportunity for students to bond with each other, form friendships, learn             

organisational and teamwork skills and establish relationships with their Teachers.  

Our students spent 3 days (two nights) in the most beautiful surroundings at the Broome Camp School at 

Cable Beach. Thank you 

so much to Mr Cley An-

derson, Year 7-8 Coordi-

nator for organising the 

camp, it is a major un-

dertaking and he did a 

wonderful job. I also 

acknowledge the staff 

of the Broome Camp 

School and every Teach-

er who supported Mr 

Cley. Working brilliantly 

as a team they made 

the camp a memorable 

experience for these  

students.  

We look forward to a 

report from Mr Cley and 

the Year 7 students in our 

next newsletter. 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 



FROM HEAD OF SECONDARY                                           Leanne Wilson 
 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to the St Mary’s        

College community. My Name is Lea Wilson and I am the new Head of      

Secondary from 2016. I have been a teacher for about 34 years in the      

Catholic, Government and Independent sectors. Mostly I have taught  math-

ematics, and have held leadership roles as Head of Year, Head of Learning 

(mathematics) and Acting Deputy Principal. Last year I was Secondary   

Mathematics Consultant for Catholic Education Western Australia and have 

been on the course advisory council for mathematics. I was the convenor of 

the secondary Mathematics convention in 2015. I have been on writing    

panels for OLNA and MSE (which was replaced by NAPLAN) I also ran sports, 

overseas tours and a myriad of other activities in schools. I spent twelve years 

at Trinity College in Perth where I was a Head of Year, mostly Year 12 and 

Teacher in charge of Basketball, Hockey and Rugby at different times.   

Even though I have been St Mary’s for only 5 weeks, I can see how much  

potential we have to make a difference in the lives of our students and in the 

community and I am really looking forward to working with all the teachers, 

students and families to make St Mary’s an even better place. I will endeavour to get to know all of our   

students and families over the course of this year building a strong three way relationship across the         

college.   
 

OLNA Testing 

Next week many students in Years 10, 11 and 12 will be sitting the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assess-

ment (OLNA). For students to graduate from Western Australian schools in 2016 and beyond they must ei-

ther attain Level 8 in NAPLAN (Year 9)in Literacy or Numeracy or pass the OLNA in either year 10, 11 or 12.  

The OLNA has three categories; reading, writing and numeracy.   

All students who need to sit OLNA have been informed and received an individual sheet telling them which 

test/s they have to sit.  I would encourage all students, especially Year 10 students to take this very seriously 

as if they pass in Year 10 or Year 11 they do not have the added pressure of knowing that they need to 

pass in Year 12 before they can graduate.  At the moment all Year 10,11 and 12 teachers of Mathematics 

and English are working very closely with students making sure they know what is expected of them in these 

tests. 

The OLNA testing timetable is below.   

                                                                   

        OLNA TESTING WEEK 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 WEEK 7 

 

 

                                                                        

 

 

 

  

Date Period Year group Test Room 

Tuesday 08/03 9:30 and 
Period 3 

Year 11/12 Writ-
ing 

9 
FTD 

Tuesday 08/03 Period 4  
and 10 

minutes of 
Period 5 

Year 10 Writ-
ing 

9 
FTD 

Wednesday 
09/03 

PCG – P1 Year 10/11/12  
Catch-up 

Writ-
ing 

9 

There may be a necessity for extra sessions to be held on Thursday 

Date Period Year group Test Room 

Monday 14/03 Period 1 Year 11/12 Numeracy 9 
FTD 

Monday 
14/03 

Period 2 Year 10 Reading 9 
FTD 

Tuesday 15/03 Period 1 Year 11/12 Reading 9 
FTD 

Tuesday 15/03 Period 3 Year 10 Numeracy 9 
FTD 

Wednesday 16/03 PCG – Period 1 Years 10/11/12 Catch-up Reading 9 
  

Friday  18/03 Period 2 Years 10/11/12 Catch-up Numeracy 9 



Ms Emily Fryer - Primary Drama Teacher 

Some of you may think I am new however I have been in the     

Kimberley for 10 years. I had the privilege of working at St Mary's 

College as the Drama teacher 7 years ago and worked on both 

the Primary and Secondary campuses. I have had 3 children (2 are 

now students at St Mary's). I have done relief teaching and worked 

as a tutor for The Follow the Dream Program. I always felt a part of 

the welcoming St Mary's Community and it feels like returning home 

stepping back into this role.   

My husband Warren and I are extremely active in the Broome   

community, and we also run a small business. We feel Broome is a 

wonderful place to raise our family. I am loving the role of being the 

Drama teacher on the Primary campus teaching students from Pre 

Primary to year 3. The Drama Club for Years 4, 5 and 6 is proving to 

be extremely popular. I am excited by the energy and creativity of 

our students and am looking forward to a wonderful year.  

We have commenced our Class Masses and Liturgies. These celebrations allow students, teachers and 

families to come together in the name of God. 
 

Caritas Fundraising 

Our Project Compassion Calendars were sent home this week, outlining what each year level will be do-

ing and when children need to bring along some small change to participate and fundraise. Project 

Compassion efforts and we are expecting another great year of fundraising in 2016 with your support. The 

theme for 2016 of `Learning more, creating change’ is exactly what we are trying to achieve during this 

Lenten time through student and family participation. 
 

Carpark 

Thanks to parents that are supporting us with correct car park usage. We are working really hard with the 

students to have them under the trees waiting for parents to arrive. Please encourage your children to be 

looking out for your car. 
 

Book Fair 

Thanks for all your support with our Book Fair. It has been wonderful to see children so engaged and excit-

ed about reading and books! Thanks to Miss Di for all her efforts with this. 
 

Water Fun Day 

Whilst the Swimming Carnival is on for the Yrs 3-6 students, our Early years students will be remaining at 

school participating in a Water Fun Day. A flyer has been sent home earlier this week. We are still needing 

helpers. Please contact Janenell kennedy.janenell@cathednet.wa.edu.au if you are able to assist. 
 

Swimming Carnival 

This Thursday we have our House Swimming Carnival at the BRAC. Students from Years 3-6 will be involved. 

We are really looking forward to sharing our House spirit in the pool! Please come along to support your 

children at this event. Thanks to Mr Ed who has already put in a huge amount of work in preparation for 

this fabulous day.  
 

Lost Property 

Please make sure that students belongings have their names on them, as this makes it extremely easy to 

return these. We will have one small basket of lost property outside our Office for students to check if they 

have lost anything!  
 

Positive Behaviour Support 

We had a very Special Assembly last week dedicated to our PBS. It was fabulous to see students            

engaging with our positive behaviour expectations and so willing to teach their peers. A huge thanks to 

our Mr Kris Cross the Cros for his dance moves and energy with our kiddies and to the Comito Family from 

Pearl Sea Dry Cleaners for helping with the upkeep and cleanliness of Kris Cross. We are extremely grate-

ful! We have been focusing on `Being Responsible’ and our students are working towards earning 400 to-

kens to earn their first campus reward. I wonder if it will be a Sausage Sizzle for Being Respectful, A Disco 

for Being Responsible or A Free Dress Day For Being Kind. We will let you all know very soon hopefully when 

FROM HEAD OF PRIMARY                                                  Coby Rhatigan 
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Year 10 Play Reading 
On Wednesday afternoon in Week 4 Miss Nupur’s Year 10 English 

class and Miss Emily’s Year 10 Drama class joined together in a 

play reading of No Sugar by Jack Davis. No Sugar is a Contem-

porary Indigenous Theatre play that explores the lives of a Noon-

gar family who are forcibly removed from Northam to the Moore 

River Native Settlement during the Great Depression and Austral-

ia’s period of ‘protectionism’ of our Indigenous people. Our Year 

10’s had lots of fun taking on the roles of the characters in the 

play and discussing the historical and cultural themes and issues 

Davis explores in his play. This play reading was a great way for 

our Year 10’s to begin studying a full text in class and the pizza 

eaten for dinner was certainly an added bonus! 

Mrs Nat Giancono - Secondary 

Photography/Mathematics 

Teacher 

My name is Nat Giancono and I 

moved to Broome back in 2000 

for a teaching position at St 

Mary's College.  I met my hus-

band the same year and took 

leave from St Mary's when we 

had children.  Our children are 

now 8 and 10 and I thought it was time for me to 

come back to the classroom.  I am teaching Pho-

tography and Mathematics and I am loving being 

back part of such a wonderful school communi-

ty.  I do feel a little old though when students are in 

my class and I realise I have taught their parents!  

Catherine Newman – 

Primary Year 2   Teacher 

My name is Catherine 

Newman and I am a 

Year 2 Teacher on the 

Primary Campus. 

I am originally from 

Perth and only moved 

up to sunny Broome at 

the beginning of this 

year. 

I previously taught at a couple of Primary Schools in 

Perth and was excited for a sea change to Broome 

and St. Marys.  

I have family who live in Broome and this has 

helped to make it an easy transition into this     

beautiful town. 

Angela Anderson – Secondary Teacher Librarian 

I come from Melbourne and lived there all my life. I have been teaching for 34 years 

and taught 16 years as a classroom teacher before specializing as a Teacher Librari-

an. After years teaching Primary I moved to the largest Catholic Secondary College 

in Victoria (1900 students!) and took on the role of Head of Library managing two 

very busy campus Libraries. It was during this time I began fundraising each year for 

the Indigenous Literacy Foundation as I believed remote Indigenous Australians 

should also have access to the same quality books and resources as Melbourne stu-

dents.  In 2013 we decided to take this one step further and what a vast step across 

the country we have taken! My husband and I decided to work in the Kimberley 

region and teach students in this remote but beautiful part of our country. I love 

connecting students to great books, ensuring they are supported in their research 

and providing an engaging library in which students can learn, study, read and re-

lax. I’m very much looking forward to exploring the beauty of the Kimberly region.  



WARD HOUSE FUNDRAISING FOR CARITAS -  SECONDARY STUDENTS 

As part of St Mary’s fundraising efforts for Caritas during the season of lent. Ward 

house is running a free dress day for St Patrick’s day on the 17th March. Students are 

encouraged to wear something green and are reminded that all clothing worn 

needs to be appropriate for school including closed in shoes. Students who wish to 

participate will need to bring in a gold 

coin on the day, which will be collect-

ed by a member of Ward house dur-

ing homeroom. There will also be cup-

cakes and jelly cups for sale and 

competitions run during the day. Stu-

dents should watch out for posters 

around the school for more infor-

mation. 

SECONDARY SPORTS SWIMMING CARNIVAL FRIDAY 11 

The Secondary House Swimming carnival will be held on Friday 11th March (Week 6) for students in years 7 

to 12 from 8.30am – 2pm at the Broome recreation and Aquatic centre. The House Swimming Carnival is 

made up of individual races, novelty events and relays. All students are expected to attend and support 

their house. Students will need to be dropped off at school as usual and attend Homeroom for roll      

marking. House captains will then check events to substitute for any absences or illness.                                      

At approximately 8:15 students will be bussed down to the BRAC to prepare for 

the first event. It is anticipated we will begin at 9am and conclude with    

presentations at 1:45pm. Students can be dismissed from the pool with parental 

permission via a note. Otherwise we will transport them back to school for dis-

missal. Notes for pool dismissal will need to be given to Homeroom teachers on 

the day.  

Students will be required to wear their sports uniform with the House T-shirt if they 

have one. Sunscreen will be provided and students are encouraged to wear a 

hat. A BBQ will be held to support Project Compassion and as the carnival falls 

on a Friday during LENT then it will be meat free. Students will be able to pur-

chase fish fingers, vegie burgers and bottles of water if they wish. Please bring 

your own lunch, snacks and drinks if you are not intending to use the BBQ. The 

BRAC canteen will be out of bounds and students are not allowed to purchase 

food from the facility. Spectators over the age of 5 will be charged to enter the 

pool and please be aware that the Lagoon will be closed during the Carnival.  

Newsletter Year 1 Article 

What a busy start to the year in Grade One! We have hit the ground running. Our big Grade One students 

are already working in spelling groups, striking a pose in drama lessons and making BIG numbers to 100! 

Fun Fridays has been a hit this term! It is a day filled with loads of fun helping children develop their motor 

skills, exploring IPAD apps and delving into a world of colours in art.  

A highlight for our kids so far was painting with Miss Ellen! Last week the students made Gerald the Giraffe 

from the story Giraffes Can’t Dance By Giles Andreae. If you are strolling past Year One classrooms, pop in 

and have a look! 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                 

                       Finn                                                Seth                                                Nehemiah  
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 Dental News 

Welcome back everyone. The School Dental staff are Kim Eastough, Ryan Saldanha & Sandie 

McCaig. We’re loving our new spacious clinic at Broome Nth Primary but do miss being at the 

School to see everyone. 

New students & those who haven’t returned previous forms will be receiving Dental Enrolment 

forms soon. If you have any questions about how the School Dental 

Service operates please call the clinic staff to discuss before complet-

ing the forms. If your child is attending a private Dentist & you wish to 

continue privately please sign the form NO & return it asap. You are 

able to enrol in School Dental at any time in the future when not at-

tending a private dentist. 

If you have High School children not already enrolled in School Dental 

please call & we will organise enrolment forms for them. 

Our contact number is 91953022. 

Dance Scholarship 

This year, The Arts Department (Dance) at St Marys, with the generous support of 

Sun Dance Studios, offered four students a 10 week scholarship of dance tuition 

in the genre of Hip Hop.  

We would like to congratulate the following four students: David Ningella, Fynn 

Stokes, Aiden Dann and Ainsley Richardson. 

These students have been selected on their commitment to the dance program, showing a 

good aptitude for dance skills, preparing for dance performance and their regular attendance 

in dance class at the college. 

The outcome for these students will be to enhance their dance skills and techniques (in the gen-

re of Hip Hop) and to bring those skills to the repertoire of movement, whilst studying dance at 

the College. 

Again Congratulations to these students, we wish them all success with this 

new opportunity in dance.  

-Vicki Thompson 

 

Reconciliation 2016  

On Saturday evening, many of our Year Four 

students attended an enrolment ceremony 

for the Sacrament of First Reconciliation. As 

the students prepare for this Sacrament they 

will focus on God’s mercy, how we forgive 

among our family, friends, and community, 

and how we celebrate forgiveness.  

 



Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

 

FOOTY TIPPING 

St Mary's College 2016 Footy Tipping 

Competition in it's 20th year. 

Join the St Mary’s AFL Footy Tipping Com-

petition, win money and help raise funds 

for our Primary students camps. 

The Year 6 students, parents and teach-

ers will be available to sign up new mem-

bers at the Boulevard Shopping Centre 

from 9am - 1pm on Saturday 12th March 

and Saturday 19th March 2016 in two 

venues - 1) In front of Woolworths 2) In 

front of Sports Power. There will also be a 

cake stall. 

ONLY 22 days to bounce down. For more 

details   
http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/tipping.html 

 
AUSTSWIM, the Australian Council for 

the Teaching of Swimming and Water 

Safety will be conducting a Teacher of 
Swimming and Water Safety course in 

your locality soon.  Please note the follow-

ing details: 

Course Code: TSW315045 
Teacher of Swimming and Water Safety        
 Fee (AUD) $378.00  
 
Application forms and further information is 
available by contacting AUSTSWIM WA 
Contact Phone: 1300 885 666      
Contact Email: wa@austswim.com.au   
 
Course location: 
Broome Recreation and Aquatic Centre 
Cable Beach Road, Broome 
 

 

 Date Start Time End Time 

Day 1 
Saturday, 12 

March 2016 
08:30 AM 05:30 PM 

Day 2 
Sunday, 13 

March 2016 
08:30 AM 05:30 PM 
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