
This Christian custom of dedicating the month of May to the Blessed Virgin arose at the end of the 13th centu-

ry. In this way, the Church was able to Christianise the secular feasts which were to take place at that time. In 

the 16th century, books appeared and fostered this devotion. The practice became especially popular 

among the members of the Jesuit Order — by 1700 it took hold among their students at the Roman College 

and a bit later it was publicly practiced in the Gesu Church in Rome. From there it spread to the whole Church.  

Source: http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/05_1.cfm 
 

 Beginning of Term 

The past fortnight has been a very busy start to Term 2 for staff and students. It was great to see many parents 

from Years 7-12 attending the Parent/ Teacher/ Student interviews on Tuesday evening. Taking a walk through 

classrooms over the past week, it is pleasing to see the dedication of our staff delivering quality teaching and 

learning for our students. Part of the recent professional learning day for our teachers focussed on teachers 

using learning intentions in lessons and making these learning intentions explicit to the students.  You may like to 

have a conversation with your child and ask them what they have been learning about in class. Our Year 5’s 

are preparing for their First Holy Communion and many of our Year 6’s will receive their Sacrament of Confirma-

tion on Saturday May 21.   

A group of Year 11 students have travelled to Perth this week accompanied by Ms Carrie-Anne Philips to at-

tend the University of WA Aspire Camp, aimed to inspire and prepare students for the journey towards universi-

ty at the end of next year. Our Secondary students have attended events surrounding Careers Week and we 

currently have a number of students in Years 5 – 10 beginning preparation for the Science and Engineering 

Challenge Days in Broome on May 16 and May 17. On Thursday it was great that the Primary students were 

rewarded with a lunchtime disco for reaching their points target for being ‘Responsible.” Congratulations to 

you all! Our students certainly have great opportunities to be engaged in a wide range of interesting learning 

experiences.  
  

ANZAC Day  

ANZAC day fell during the holidays this year, however St Mary’s was still well represented at the Broome ANZAC 

Dawn Service. Our College SRC members from Years 6-12 proudly represented St Mary’s College and our 

Dance and Drama students’ performance at the service was a moving reminder to all in attendance of the 

tragic loss of life from the conflict of war. Thank you to our performing arts students, the SRC members and all 

students and staff who attended. You made us all very proud once more. On the first day back at school, the 

Primary campus held an ANZAC liturgy for the whole school in honour of the ANZAC’s and in thanksgiving for 

all the soldiers who fight to protect our country. A special thank you to Monsignor Paul Boyers, our SRC students 

and to Navy Cadets, Alex Wetton, Luke Hungerford-Morgan and Talulah Tick who participated so proudly in 

the liturgy.  
 

 Taiji Cultural Exchange  

The cultural exchange trip to Japan during the holidays was an outstanding success. Our 12 student ambassa-

dors and accompanying staff gained a firsthand insight into the historical and cultural ties of our sister town, 

Taiji. Throughout the entire journey, the students took the opportunity to learn some of the language and expe-

rience many different aspects of the Japanese culture and customs. The staff were very proud of them as they 

showed great communication skills, respect and confidence. We will have the opportunity to welcome and 

return the hospitality the staff and students of Taiji when they visit us in August this year. I would strongly encour-

age students and families to become involved in this unique and wonderful opportunity. A special thank you 

to Ms Anthea Demin who coordinated the exchange and to all staff and parents who assisted with the      

preparation for this year’s exchange.    
  

Cross Country Carnival  

Mr Ed has been busy preparing for the annual Primary cross country event which will be held next Friday May 

13. This will be an opportunity for every student to participate and for our long distance runners to shine on our 

school track. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                                   Michael Pepper 

Lord, we give you thanks for your mother 

Mary’s love, for our mothers and for all the 

women in our lives who love and care for us 

like mothers. 

We pray that you will bless them in 

all that they need. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

6th May 2016 

MAY 

Holy Communion Commitment Mass 6pm 7th 

Girls Football Carnival  Derby (Secondary) 8th 

Naplan testing Y3,5,7,&9 
10th-

12th 

Senior Ball @ Cable Beach Club 

Primary Cross Country  
13th 

Opening of Our Mob program 19th  

No. 6 
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NET Retreat 

This week our Year 7 – 11 students had their annual Retreat program delivered by the National Evangelisation Team 

(NET). The NET members come from across Australia and around the world volunteering for 12 months to deliver faith 

based retreats for students in Australia.  The students participated in a range of personal and group activities to ex-

plore and enhance their faith. Our sincere thanks to members of the NET, Emilie, Jayme, Annamarie, Kellie, Ciara, 

Bethany, Frank, Hayden, Sam, Isaac, Ryan and Justin and to host families who billeted NET members, to Kevin and Jo 

Bell for their great support of the program and to Mr BK for his overall coordination of the NET Retreats.  We wish our 

NET members safe travels as they head south to many other Catholic Secondary Colleges throughout WA.  
  

Staff News  

In my last newsletter of the term we farewelled several staff, I now like to welcome new staff and staff who have re-

turned to work at this term. Welcome to Mrs Paula Sibosado who is teaching Pre Primary and to Ms Antonia Parsons 

who is working in the canteen. Welcome back to Mrs Vicki Thompson returning from sick leave and Mrs Narelle Lane 

who will be teaching on the Secondary campus. Ms Barbra Friedewald has resigned from her positon as Learning Ar-

ea Coordinator and teacher of Humanities and Social Science, she will continue teaching Religious Education to our 

senior students.  We thank Barbra for her outstanding dedication and hard work in her past role and we wish her well 

in her new employment. Congratulations to Ms Emily Criddle for accepting the role of Acting Learning Area Coordina-

tor for terms 2 - 4 and we wish Ms Emily well in her new role. Ms Coby Rhatigan is currently on two weeks long service 

leave and will return in week four. We wish Miss Coby an enjoyable and restful break. 
  

Please continue to keep Mr Prince Hill and Mrs Diane Latchman in your prayers as they are still recovering. Please pray 

for Ms Patsy Ahern who fell seriously ill during the holidays, and is currently in Perth receiving treatment. We ask God’s 

blessings on them.  We also offer prayers and condolences to Mr James Ryan who lost two grandparents in the same 

week.  

On the last day of term staff undertook a Professional Learning day. Each staff member had a choice of a prayer re-

treat or a service day. Staff who opted to do the service retreat volunteered their services to organisations and peo-

ple in the community who are in need. The organisations such as Germanus Kent, Vincent Pallotti Op Shop, Broome 

Drop in Centre, Broome Museum to name a few, appreciated the generosity and kindness of our staff. Staff who par-

ticipated in the prayer retreat had a reflective and prayerful day facilitated by Ms Jo Harris from the Broome Catholic 

Education Office. Thank you to Monsignor Paul Boyers, Jo Harris, Mr BK, and all to staff who contributed so willingly to 

make this day such a great success.  
  

US Consul General Visit  

During the holidays we were privileged to have a visit to our school from the US Consul General, Cynthia Griffin.  Our 

SRC students and senior history students met with Consul General Griffin and heard about the important and interest-

ing role of Consulates and in particular her role as the US Consul General. Thank you to Ms Barbra Friedewald for coor-

dinating the visit and for preparing our students so well for this important meeting. The students were very interested 

and asked some very insightful questions. Well done St Mary’s students.  
  

Feast Day  

On Friday May 20 we will celebrate the feast day of our patron Saint, Mary Help of Christians. Our College Feast Day is 

always a special occasion for our whole College community as we come together to embrace the spirit that is St 

Mary’s College.  The day will begin with a Mass at 8:15am including a procession and crowning of Mary. The students 

will then have recess and parents and friends are most welcome to join your children for morning tea.  A day of fun 

activities organised by House Coordinators and staff will be held on the primary campus for every student in the Col-

lege. Lunch will be provided by the canteen, so if your child has any dietary requirements please remind the teacher 

of this. After lunch there will be further activities on each campus for students.  
  

Quality Catholic Schools Surveys  

Insight SRC is conducting a survey on behalf of Catholic Education Western Australia. The survey findings provide feed-

back on how well their school is meeting their needs and provides valuable information about areas for improvement.  

Board members, staff, students from Years 5 -12 and some parents may have received the survey in the mail this week. 

Please note parents were selected randomly from different year groups and whilst participation is voluntary, part of 

the success of this survey is dependent on parents’ involvement. 
  

Our Mob Blessing and Opening 

On Thursday 19 May at 9:00 am we welcome you to the official launch of St Mary's Birth-4yr Old Early Years and Care 

Program - "Our Mob as First Educators “. This will be held on the primary campus where the Early Years Learning Pro-

gram will be blessed and officially opened by Rev Christopher Saunders, Bishop of Broome. 
  

Jubilee Mass – Thursday June 2  

Please keep this date free, as the Diocese will be holding their 50th Anniversary Jubilee and Year of Mercy Mass. The 

Mass is being held at the Broome Civic Centre and will commence at 5.30pm. Bishop Saunders has invited all schools 

and representatives from communities throughout our Kimberley region to attend. St Mary’s College will be well repre-

sented by our staff and students. All our families are encouraged to attend, and students are asked to please wear 

their full school uniform to the Mass. Further details will be provided to families in the coming weeks. 

 

Happy Mother’s Day  

I wish all our mums a very enjoyable day on Sunday and hope that you are all treated to something special by your 

families. It was wonderful to visit the Kindergarten this week and experience the Mother’s Day activities organised by 

Ms Kristy and her energetic Kindy staff to give our Kindy mums some pampering, a delicious morning tea and a 

chance to have their hair and nails done or to have a relaxing massage. 



Student Cultural Exchange – St Mary’s College, Broome and Taiji Junior High School, Japan 
 

Students, James Abriol, Bohemia Crawford, Anton Diss, Abier ,Rose and Ruby Hamaguchi, Anna Holmes, Jofran Hunter, 

Juanne Ignacio, Dexter Lance, TJ McLeod and Minmae Pineda took the opportunity to participate as representatives 

of the College in our cultural exchange program with Taiji Junior High School during the holidays. It is now in the 9 th 

year, after the Taiji Mayor and the Principal of the school chose St Mary’s to engage in this program in 2007.  
 

Before the long journey to the remote town of Taiji, southern Wakayma, the students enjoyed some cultural treasures of 

Japan, in the cities of Kobe, Kyoto and Hiroshima. They visited  historical and world heritage listed sites , sacred temples 

and shrines, saw the haunting reminder of the atrocities of the A- bomb at the  memorial peace park in Hiroshima, en-

gaged in some fun times like karaoke (which originated in Japan - now popular around the world) and visited an ani-

mate centre. Walking the streets of the famous Gion district in the ancient capital of Kyoto clad in the traditional kimo-

no, was a highlight for the group.  Once in Taiji town, the students took their responsibilities seriously, bonding successful-

ly on every level with their host families, attending school and engaging with the kindergarten students. They were 

guests of the Taiji Mayor, Mr Sangen , the Town Council and the Board of Education Superindent Mr Usagawa and Mr 

Hayato Sakurai. It was also a privilege to meet with family members of pearl divers who worked here in Broome in the 

1950’s and 1960’s.  There was an emotional encounter for 3 or our girls in particular , Abier , Rose and Ruby Hamaguchi 

who meet with their grand-aunt in the nearby town of Takeshiba .We were richly blessed with being there in the eager-

ly awaited season of the cherry blossom. The students and staff  were in awe of the real beauty of this.  

 

When meeting with our students, the Mayor of Taiji, Mr Sangen conveyed his sincere appreciation for our friendship and 

visit, expressing how the two towns mutually benefitted from each other through the pearling industry  and continues to 

keep this bond through this exchange. Since the first exchange there has already been over 100 students between our 

two schools who have engaged in this 

program, many and their families were 

there to meet and welcome our stu-

dents this year. The connections are 

again strengthened and cemented.  
 

Mr and Mrs Pepper, Miss Amy and Miss 

Anthea are very proud of our students 

who were so well prepared - they ap-

preciated and built on the existing his-

torical relationships of the two towns- 

engaging, embracing and respecting 

the Japanese culture and  history of 

the region, whilst happy to share theirs 

as well. 
 

Staying with host families in the tiny pic-

turesque town was an amazing experi-

ence , both sides connected superbly 

and  it was a very emotional farewell 

when it was time for us to leave. 

Thank you to all the parents and teach-

ers who support this unique and won-

derful program. 

 

 

NAPLAN Testing 

All Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students will be taking part in the National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday next week.  The NAPLAN tests are used as a part of a standard setting process so 

that schools have a clear picture of where there students are placed compared to the rest of the students in Australia 

in Literacy and Numeracy.  
 

NAPLAN does not go towards students school grades but is used as a tool for us to better cater for our students.  All we 

ask is that students try their hardest.  In Year 9 if students can achieve level 8 or higher they will not have to sit the OLNA 

test in Years 10, 11 and 12 which takes some pressure off students in their Senior Secondary years.  If any parents have 

any questions or concerns about the NAPLAN testing please contact either Keryn Moase on the Primary Campus or 

Lea Wilson on the Secondary Campus. 
 

Year 11/12 Exams 

Year 11 and 12 students should now be gearing up for First Semester Exams, which will take place between the 2nd and 

10th of June. Along with the exams will be Externally Set Tasks for all General and Foundation courses.  The exam time-

table will be distributed to all Year 11 and 12 students on Monday of next week.  Students should be doing revision eve-

ry day so that they ae well prepared for their exams. 

FROM HEAD OF SECONDARY                                                        Leanne Wilson 



Anna Holmes – Year 10 Taiji Exchange Student                 Anna Holmes 

“The Taiji Exchange was a truly special experience and I never 

knew how it would be to say goodbye. 

I also never anticipated that this exchange was so important 

to the Taiji people especially the Mayor who started this       

program in 2008.  I learnt so much about the history of Broome 

and Taiji and Japan in general. Everyone involved in the       

exchange enjoyed themselves immensely and I feel I have a 

new group of close friends in Japan. For me, I feel being in-

volved in this program will be one of the most memorable   

experiences. I recommend this experience for everyone. Get 

involved! You won’t regret it, I didn’t! Thank you St Mary’s    

College for this amazing experience and opportunity to see 

another connection to beautiful Broome.” 



 



 



 

Seeking Parent Helpers 
 

Do you have a spare 20 minutes each morning to hear students read? 

We are looking for parent helpers in the Secondary School to listen to students read, 

using a particular resource, for 15 minutes each morning from 7.40-8.00am.  

Whether you can do one morning, three mornings or 5 mornings, all contributions 

would be welcomed! 

This initiative will make a significant difference to student literacy however we need 

some people power! If you are able to help out, it would be much appreciated! 

Volunteers require a Working With Children Check. 

Please contact Diana Jans on: 91949504 or jans.diana@cathednet.wa.edu.au 

Thankyou! 

Brain Bee 
Congratulations to the St Mary’s College Brain Bee Chal-
lenge Team. The Australian Brain Bee Challenge (ABBC) 
is a competition for high school students in year 10 to learn 
about the brain and its functions, learn about neuroscience 
research, find out about careers in neuroscience and to dis-
pel misconceptions about neurological and mental illness-
es.   
After a term of hard study, the following students have pro-
gressed to the State Final: Tui Warihana, Dakota Leak, An-
na Holmes and Helena Hungerford-Morgan. These stu-
dents will travel to Perth, in July, to compete in against 
teams from across the state. As well as participating in two 
rounds of live questioning to determine who will become 
the State or Territory champion, students also experience a 
day filled with activities to educate them about neuroscience research. This may include lab tours, 
demonstrations, lectures, experiments and the opportunity to speak to researchers. 
We wish them all the very best! 

Holy Communion Parent 

and Candidates     

Workshop 

Night. 

mailto:jans.diana@cathednet.wa.edu.au
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Brain+Bee&view=detailv2&adlt=strict&id=466B94A5349A7E6FEFA119AA378EF6F704E77744&selectedIndex=0&ccid=6eQyCK4H&simid=607995622944212026&thid=OIP.Me9e43208ae074678a536a6b295acd769o0


 





The Primary House Cross Country Carnival will be held at St. Mary’s College 
Primary School on Friday 13th May (Week 3) for all students in the Primary 
School. Parents and guardians are welcome to come along and support the students. The approximate times of the   

races are: 
 

 
 

Race 1- Kindy 8.20am Race 2-Pre-Primary 8.30am 

Race 3- Year 1 Girls 8.40am Race 4 – Year 1 Boys 8.50am 

Race 5-Year 2 Girls 9.00am Race 6-Year 2 Boys 9.10am 

Race 7-Year 3 Girls 9.20am Race 8-Year 3 Boys 9.30am 

Race 9-Year 4 Girls 9.40am Race 10-Year 4 Boys 9.55am 

  Recess 10.10 – 10.40am 

Race 11-Year 5 Girls 10.40am Race 12-Year 5 Boys 10.55am 

Race 13 – Year 6 Girls 11.10am Race 14- Year 6 Boys 11.30am 

PLEASE SEE MISS ROBYN BEFORE ENTERING 



FUNDING DONATIONS 

At our last meeting the P&F allocated funding for various project across both campuses. It was an honour to be in-

volved in this process and I would like to thank the other parents that took the time to attend the meeting and help 

make decisions about the P&F funds that were raised in 2015. A brief outline is below:  

·                 PA Systems for primary and secondary 

·                 Mountain bikes  

·                 Laser A3/A4 Printer for Technologies  

·                 Outdoor tables   

·                 Chess sets   

·                 Noticeboards  

·                 Nature Playground   

·                 SunSmart Faction Shade structures   

·                 Special needs resources 

 

P&F DISCO  

The P&F Disco at the end of Week 9 last term was a great success.  The amount of parent helpers that came togeth-

er was truly appreciated and resulted in an event that was enjoyable for all those that attended.  I especially loved 

seeing the parents and carers grooving away with their children.  We also managed to raise over $1,800.  A great 

effort all round for those that were involved in putting the event on for our little groovers. 

MOTHER’S DAY RAFFLE 

Well it is Mother’s Day this Sunday and I would like to take this opportunity to wish all the mums and significant wom-

en in our children’s lives a very special day.  I hope you are spoiled with love.  A huge thank you to the sponsors of 

the Mother’s Day Raffle - Life & Soul, Bohemia for Hair, Massage by Mia, Dreamfloat, Tenderspot, Pearl Sea Laundry 

and Become Beauty.  

WE NEED A SECRETARY 

If you would like to be involved with the P&F in a rewarding role then we are seeking a Secretary.  The volunteer role 

is very supported by the committee around you and does not involve much time at all.  Volunteering allows you to 

connect to your college community and make it a better place and is a great way to meet new people, especially 

if you are new to Broome. Please contact me for more information. 

THANK YOU 

A big thank you to Katrina Comito who has stepped up to be the P&F Representative on our College Board.  Katrina 

will communicate with the board all the goings on of the P&F and be a voice at board level for parents.   

IMPORTANT P&F DATES 

Tuesday 24 May - Our next meeting 

Saturday 25 June - AUSKICK Canteen fundraiser 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me for any further details or to have a chat about the role of secretary! 

Nat Giancono 

P&F President  

E giancono.natalie@cathednet.wa.edu.au 

M 0400 431 976 

 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

mailto:giancono.natalie@cathednet.wa.edu.au


 



 On April 26th Drama students from years 7-10 participated in a 1 hour workshop run by two 

Performing Arts teachers from John Curtin College of the Arts located in Fremantle. Students 

were exposed to Shakespeare and the language of his plays and had some fun with Stage 

Combat. They were guided through the character traits of famous characters from Midsum-

mer Night’s Dream and explored these characters in pairs before they were shown how to 

trick an audience into believing they were physically fighting each other. The final product 

put together by the students in groups were three hilarious improvisations that were per-

formed with such high energy and talent! We all learnt so much from the workshop and are 

now closer to being Shakespeare and Stage Combat experts. 

 
 

Monday,  
Wednesday,  
Friday 
 

7.30am-
10.00am 

ST MARY’S COLLEGE HAS A 
NEW APP! 
We now welcome you to explore! This app 
will give you instant access to the most com-
monly 
searched for documents and links for the 
school plus real time notifications for 
your Childs year level or Chosen groups. 
The App can be found in the Apple or An-
droid store by searching for ‘stmarysbroome’ 
or St Mary’s College Broome. The QR Code works for both device 
types. 
Once the App is installed go to the settings and select which cate-
gory’s you wish to 
receive instant messages from 
Or tab the fields for relevant documents, contact information or 
forms 
Don’t forget to check out the fortnightly newsletters! 



St Mary’s College Merit Cards Secondary 
St Mary’s College is recognised as a model of Reconciliation in the way we live and promote social justice, while supporting 
our students to strive for excellence. Our College motto is Listening Hearts and is reinforced by our positive behaviour policy 
which requires all students to: Be Responsible, Be Your Best and Be Respectful. To recognise students at our College striving 
for these positive behaviours in and out of the classroom we have introduced congratulation merit cards that are distributed to 
any student, by any staff member at any time throughout the week when these positive behaviours are being displayed.  The 
students issued with a merit card are given a copy, one is placed on their school files and the other goes into a barrel. Twice a 
term a raffle is held at a College gathering and a lucky student from each year level is drawn and given the opportunity to select 
a $20 iTunes voucher, a $20 Sports Power voucher or a double movie pass as a prize.  

 

The first draw took place on Wednesday the 2nd of April, week 5 with the following students being drawn: 
 

 
 

Over 300 Merit Card awards have already been issued and are having a positive influence on helping St Mary’s students reflect 
on making wise choice in and out of the classroom.  

 

Cley Anderson, Braden Famlonga and Rebecca Famlonga. 
Year Level Co-ordinators. 

 

Year 7: Jade Tchooga 2 movie passes 

Year 8: Noah Chidlow iTunes voucher 

Year 9: Aiden Dann Sports Power voucher 

Year 10: Ainsley Richardson Sports Power voucher 

Year 11: Sarah Hill iTunes voucher 

Year 12: Ben Lake Sports Power voucher 

SECONDARY LIBRARY 
 
The Secondary Library has had a great start to 
2016. Students are welcome to browse, read, 
play chess and work in the library and it’s 
great to see many doing this at lunchtimes. 
Many new books are arriving and being dis-
played on our new shelving for  “New Books”. 
Students are eagerly reading these titles and 
our new Marvel graphic novels are proving 
very popular. A Library Club has been estab-
lished, meeting every Wednesday in the Library for book chats, library monitoring 
training and this week we look at the enjoyable trend of adult colouring books. New 
members are welcome. The Homework Centre continues to operate every Monday to 
Wednesday from 2:30 to 3:30. Students are encouraged to use the Homework Centre 
to study, research, get assistance and complete homework. A teacher is rostered on 
and students have access to library resources including the internet. Help in the      
Library is always appreciated and any parent who has a spare half hour once a      
fortnight to help with  re-shelving in the Library can contact Ms Angela. 



The Dance students at St. Mary’s College used the poem by 

John McCrae, ‘In Flander’s Field’, as the catalyst for the 100 Year  

ANZAC DAY 2016 Commemoration service. The piece           

highlighted the year 1916, when 

the    Australian divisions finally 

joined the Western Front.  During 

that year nearly 23,000             

Australians were killed or wound-

ed in brutal combat, making this 

one of the worst battles in Aus-

tralian military history. St Mary’s 

College proudly represented the 

courage and resilience of these 

young men and women that 

fought for our freedom.  The 

three part ‘performance installa-

tion’ used abstract and symbolic 

queues to interpret the narrative 

and songs of  Don McLean, Leon-

ard Cohen and the Webb Sisters. 

The students work was translated 

into an emotive presentation at 

the dawn service in Bedford Park. 



Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/

Talking Drugs – an Information 
Session for Parents 
 
Parents have an important role to play in preventing 
and reducing their children’s risk of harm from drug 
use.  
 
As part of the national and state strategy to address 
methamphetamine and other drug use behaviour, the 
Department of Education and SDERA will offer a Talk-
ing Drugs information session for parents. The Talking 
Drugs session will be held for parents on Tuesday 17

th
 

May at Mangrove Hotel, Durack Room with welcome 
tea and coffee available from 5.45pm. 
 

Places are limited. To register go to http://
www.eventbrite.com.au or contact SDERA  
Consultant, Paul Searle on 9192 0800.  

http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/newsletter.pdf
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