
Community and School 

events - Last week St 

Mary’s College was well 

represented during the 

town’s annual festival, 

Shinju Matsuri. Well done 

to Josie Mazzulla and all 

the teachers who instruct-

ed and prepared the Kin-

dergarten to Year 6 stu-

dents for the Wilburu Art 

Exhibition showcasing the 

wonderful art works of stu-

dents.  

Well done also to Emily Fry-

er and her students for the 

performance at the open-

ing of the Wilburu Art Exhibition and to Tania McKenna and her wonderful choir. 

Congratulations to Sarah Hill for winning 1st Prize in the Youth section of the Shinju Matsuri 

Art Competition and to her teacher Helen Capsalis. Vicki Thompson’s Dance students are 

also to be commended for their recent performance at the Shinju Matsuri Opening Cere-

mony and at A Taste of Broome. 

Catholic Education Week was also celebrated last week, and our students participated in 

readings and liturgical drama and dance at the Parish Mass at Bedford Park on Sunday. 

Some of the performing arts students also performed last Saturday in front of our College 

display at the Boulevard Shopping Centre. 

YoHFEST—Wednesday night students from the Performing Arts and Visual Arts department 

competed in the regional heats of the annual YoHFest (Youth on Health). Well done to 

every student for their outstanding performances. Our students qualified for the state finals 

with two of their dance items, ‘Silence’ and ‘Identity Crisis’. This year there will be over 300 

schools competing state-wide. The YoHFest state championships will take place on 28 Oc-

tober in Perth. Congratulations and well done to Vicki Thompson and all the students. Con-

gratulations to the  winners of the YoHFest  regional art awards,  Noah Chidlow, Year  8 

and runner up, Tamara Carter, Year 9. Congratulations to their art teacher, Helen Capsalis. 

Open Nights – Following on from the opening of the Wilburu Art Exhibition an Open Night 

was held at the Primary campus. The Teachers prepared the classrooms beautifully dis-

playing the works of their students. It was a great opportunity for teachers and parents to 

meet. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL   Michael Pepper 

Dear Jesus, 
When I have to choose between 

what is right and wrong, help me to 
listen to the Spirit inside me.  

Help me to say ‘Yes’ to what is good 
Amen 
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September / October Events 

Last Day of Term 3 Fri Sept 23rd 

First Day of Term 4 Tues Oct 11 

Gospel Assembly 6R, Mass 3E Fri Oct 14 

Presentation Night K-12 Fri Oct 21 

Graduation Year 12 Wed Oct 26 
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An Open Afternoon and Evening was held on Wednesday September 14 at the Secondary 

campus. The Campus facilities, classrooms and learning areas were well presented and the stu-

dents were very proud to show their school to all the visitors.  

Year 7 in 2017 - Following on from the Open Night  an information session was held for potential 

Year 7 students in 2017. Lea Wilson and Cley Anderson presented information and guidance  to 

parents of current Year 6 students which will help them to have a smooth transition into Year 7, 

which is the  next major step in their learning journey. Being able to make that step with the sup-

port of a strong cohort is a particular advantage of being enrolled in St Mary’s College as a K-

12 school. I continue to reiterate what an outstanding College St Mary’s is and would appreci-

ate it if as parents you could help to spread this view out into the community. If your child is not 

continuing on in 2017 at St Mary’s for Year 7, I would appreciate it if you could please contact 

my PA, Ms Anthea Demin to make an appointment with myself. This is very important for plan-

ning purposes, but also to discuss your reasons for this decision. 

Year Twelve Students – This week, the Year 12’s have completed their mock examinations. They 

will return for their final two and half weeks of school next term. Their final assembly, Graduation 

Mass and dinner will be on Wednesday 26 October. Graduation is a very special whole college 

celebration where we acknowledge the contributions, achievements, events and successes 

which have been part of the journey for our students, staff and families. Parents, family mem-

bers, friends, students past and present of the graduating class of 2016 are welcome to come 

to the final assembly which will be held at Notre Dame University multipurpose hall at 8:30 am 

and to the Mass at the Nulungu Chapel at 5pm. The students will then attend their dinner which 

is a private function in the evening. 

Year 10 Work Experience –Paul Wood-

bridge (VET Coordinator) has done a 

professional job of gaining work expe-

rience placements for many of our 

Year 10 students this week. We appre-

ciate the local businesses who have 

kindly taken on our students in this ca-

pacity and from all reports our stu-

dents are developing and gaining 

many skills needed for future employ-

ment. Well done Year 10 students. 

Camps – Welcome back to all the stu-

dents and teachers who have been 

away on camps recently. A big thank 

you is extended to all of the staff and 

parents who assisted to make these trips such a great success. 

Farewell and thank you – We will farewell Narelle Lane who has kindly helped us out again as a 

teacher for this term and as a valued tutor for the Follow the Dream program. We farewell 

Narelle with our very best wishes and hope to see her back at St Mary’s in the future. Farewell 

and best wishes also to Racheal Flutter who has been here for her long term teaching practi-

cum from Notre Dame University in Fremantle. Racheal has worked in the Science and HASS 

departments. We wish Rachel all the best for her studies and in the future. 

Important Dates: - Please remember that Monday 10 October is a day we utilise for Staff Profes-

sional Development, so it is a student free day. Students will re-commence for Term 4 on Tues-

day 11 October.  The annual Presentation Night is on Friday 21 October and we will celebrate 

the Graduation of the Class of 2016 on Wednesday 26 October. 

Happy and Safe holidays – Thank you all for your support and interest during the term, it has 

been a very busy and productive one. I wish each of you happy and safe holidays and look 

forward to working alongside you in the final term for the school year. God Bless. 

Thanks to the Japanese Consulate of WA , we were treated to a 
dynamic performances from the “Taiko On” drummers from Perth at our 
last whole school assembly. 



Catholic Education Week 

Last week St Mary’s celebrated Catholic Education Week. Our theme for the week was ‘Opening 

Doors in the Year of Mercy’. During this week, students had many opportunities to reflect and cel-

ebrate who they are and how they open their doors to welcome and value all students, families, 

parish members, staff and volunteers in our school community. We acknowledge and thank all 

those who publicly launched our special week at Boulevard Shopping Centre with dance and 

drama, and all those who prayerfully joined with us at Bedford Park on Sunday for our community 

Mass. We also thank those students and staff who enthusiastically joined in various activities 

throughout homerooms and lunchtimes to bring awareness to aspects of our Catholic faith that 

continue our proud tradition as a Catholic School in the Kimberley. We thank Bishop Christopher 

and Sr Pat Rhatigan who generously shared their time and wisdom to speak with our students. We 

pray that all of us at St Mary’s continue to be a community who open doors of mercy for others.  

“When we go through that door, it is good to remember that we must also open wide the doors 

of our heart. The holy year won’t be very effective if the doors of our heart do not let Christ enter, 

who pushes us to go towards others, to bring him and his love. As the holy door remains open be-

cause it is the sign of the welcoming that God himself reserves for us, so also our doors -- those of 

the heart -- must always be open to not exclude anyone,” he said. “Not even those that bother 

me. No one!”   Pope Francis  



 Primary Surfing  

The last 2 weeks of Term 3 is always much anticipated in the Year 3 to 6 classes at St. Mary’s Col-

lege Primary. That is because it is the time of the annual surfing lessons for our Upper Primary stu-

dents – a highlight on the College calendar. This year we were lucky enough to have Miss Sarah 

and Mr Raph, 2 very experienced surfing instructors, come up from Perth to deliver our lessons. 

Miss Sarah and Mr Raph talked the students through some important safety conditions such as 

wind, tides, currents, sea life and board safety, and then they taught the students how to pad-

dle onto waves and stand up on their boards. Surfing is such a fantastic sport for these young 

people to be learning as it teaches them about resilience and is a great lifelong skill to have. 

The way the Year 3 classes got out there and had a go was amazing – Miss Sarah and Mr Raph 

commented on how courageous and spirited they were, especially for their first time on surf-

boards. Surfing is also an incredible way to stay fit and enjoy the 

wonderful Cable Beach with your family and friends. Many thanks to 

the teachers and parents who came along and enjoyed the lessons 

with the students – I already can’t wait for next year!  

Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - 
 http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/

Kye’s Journey 
Kye Ryan, 7 years old was a student at our College 
last year. Kye has a cystic brain tumor –
craniopharyngiona.  He has already two operations 
and unfortunately has lost all vision. The safest radia-
tion therapy for Kye is only accessible in the USA. 
His family is needing assistance to help them to do 
this. Any financial assistance you can put toward eas-
ing the tremendous financial burden from this family 
will assist. No amount is too small.  
Kye’s family connections to our school spans genera-
tions making this story very close to our hearts. We 
pray for the Lord’s blessings and healing on Kye and 
for strength and peace for his family.  
There is a GoFundMe page which is available for you 
to donate on line.  

https://www.gofundme.com/kyesjourney 
If you are unable to donate then please help to spread 
the word. Thank you 

http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/newsletter.pdf


Shinju Art Awards 

 

Congratulations to Sarah Hill on winning the Teen Art Award at the 

Shinju Art Awards. She was awarded an iPad donated by Leading 

Edge computers.  

 

Artist: Sarah Hill 

Title: China Town 

Year: 11 ATAR 

Medium: Acrylic on Canvas  

This painting portrays the more cultured side of our ‘urban’ theme, 

being inspired by China Town in Melbourne city. By adding more def-

inition, colour and emphasis to the China Town area, this contrasts 

with the sketchy, high rise buildings in the background painted with a 

more bland colour palette. This element of contrast supports the mes-

sage I’ve intended to deliver through this artwork – even within the 

grey, fast paced atmosphere found within an urban environment, 

there can still be found a place full of culture and life, giving a col-

ourful feel to the city. 

Spare Parts Puppet Theatre 

On Monday week 9 term 3 we had special guests from Spare Parts Puppet Theatre come to per-

form for all the drama students across the primary and secondary campus. They performed their 

show ‘Hachiko’, a recreation from the original 

film based on a true story. The play explores the 

theme of death and losing people close to you. 

It also explores the feelings of joy and need for 

companionship. We thoroughly enjoyed the 

piece played by the members of The Spare 

Parts Puppet Theatre. The younger students 

were intrigued by the way two people could 

play so many characters with such focus. This 

performance was then followed by a workshop 

on puppetry. We all enjoyed learning how to 

make our own puppets, even putting on our 

own puppet shows.  

By: year 8 and 9 drama 

Congratulations to our Teacher  

Carrie-Anne Philips for all your hard work with the  
Broome State Emergency Service 

(State Finalist) 



Our 1,000 piece community Library Jigsaw is completed!  

 

Congratulations to all St Mary’s sec-

ondary students who added a piece 

to our 1,000 piece jigsaw puzzle of 

beautiful Riomaggiore, Cinque Terra 

in Italy. (You must visit this great loca-

tion yourself one day!) Assembling the 

puzzle has been a fantastic communi-

ty effort. Students, staff and even par-

ents have enjoyed that excited mo-

ment of finding a piece that fits. Are 

you ready for the next one? 
 

Ms Angela 

Teacher Librarian 

Outdoor Education Year 11 

In week 8 of this term the Year 11 Outdoor Education class went on a 4 night trip to Gullaweed. 

This place is located 5km out of One Arm Point. Some of the activities were crabbing, swimming, 

spearing, snorkelling and cooking on the fire. The best part of the camp was when I speared my 

first fish. I was so excited and happy. I also found snorkelling very fun. As I was swimming under-

water, I was trying to spear fish with a metal spear also known as a Gidgy. 

The meals we cooked included noodles, tin meat and bread, meat, sausages, ribs and rice. We 

saw a Donkey and we wanted to take a photo with it, but Mr Braden didn't want to pull over. 

We stopped in at Beagle Bay to take a look at the church. It was so beautiful.  

We would like to thank Miss Helen and Mr Braden for making this unforgettable trip happen 

-Jofrarn Hunter 

Clontarf Community Fun Run 



Australian Maths Competition 
 

The Australian Mathematics com-
petition has been running in Aus-
tralian schools for 38 years and in 
that time has had nearly 15 million 
entries.   
This year, on July 28, 34 St Mary’s 
students put their mathematical 
skills to the test against students in 
nearly every school across the 
country.   They had 75 minutes to 
solve 30 problems of increasing 
difficulty.  25 of the questions were 
multiple choice and 5 required 
whole number answers.  
I am very pleased and proud to let 
you know that five of our students 
have received the following awards 
for their efforts: 
 
Junior (Years 7 and 8) Credit:  
Jasmyn Baird (Yr 7), Jayden Mat-
son (Yr 8) and Morgan Swanson 
(Yr 8) 
Junior (Years 7 and 8) Distinc-
tion:  Vincent Bartlett (Yr7) 
Senior (Years 11 and 12) Distinc-
tion: Harman Sharma (Yr 12) 
 
Congratulations go to all of the 
students who participated in this 
fun and challenging event.  I hope 
they enjoyed their experience and 
are keen to participate again next 
year. Each student who entered 
the competition will receive their 
results and a certificate, which will 
be distributed by their Mathematics 
Teacher. 
 
Ms Sally Sharp 
Learning Area Coordinator -  
Mathematics 

Clontarf Community Fun Run 

On Saturday 17th September, local community members from Broome, local Clontarf partners and 

students of the Clontarf West Kimberley Academy assembled at Gantheaume Point for the Clon-

tarf Community Fun Run, a part of the Shinju Matsuri Festival this year. Participants gathered from 

6.30am to sign in and get a racing number and be a part of the exciting community event. There 

were roughly 90 participants signed in and raring to go by 7.00am, and with all the pre-race brief-

ings complete the siren sounded to officially start the race. 

The 4km track along Gantheuame beach and through Minyir Park dunes was designed to cater 

for all abilities meaning some entrants walked, some jogged and some ran flat out to finish in the 

placings. With awards on offer for 1st placed adult and junior male and female categories, there 

were some great running displays on show. 

Young Broome Senior High School student Jesse Evans came in first setting a blistering pace, close-

ly followed by Paul Priz who took out the first adult male category. The first female across the line 

was Emma Robinson and first junior female to finish was Madonna B. A raft of WKA students fin-

ished the run so well done on a great effort. 

The morning was capped off with a BBQ and an opportunity for Clontarf students to mingle with 

different community members, a key component of the event. Thanks to all the Clontarf staff and 

their wives and partners who helped on the day. 




