
The year’s end is fast approaching and while students are busy completing end of year 

assessments and exams, teachers are busy preparing the final academic report for every 

student. Last week our 2017 Kindergarten students, parents and carers were welcomed to 

the St Mary’s College community for their Kindy Orientation Programs. The strong enrol-

ment numbers for 2017 can be attributed to the very high quality teaching and learning 

programs delivered by our outstanding Early Years 

Learning Team.  

On Wednesday evening this week, the Secondary 

‘Arts and Technology’ showcase was officially opened 

at the Heritage Centre by past student, Rebekah 

Treacy.  The exhibition is a testament to our very tal-

ented students and dedicated teachers and teacher 

assistants. Congratulations to all involved in a wonder-

ful display of Visual Art, Dance, Music, Photography 

and Woodwork. Our Hospitality students and staff are 

complimented too on their catering for the event.  

Also during this week, Mr Cley Anderson has been 

travelling throughout the Kimberley with Ms Kristine Van, Manager of the Broome Residen-

tial College. They have visited many remote schools to promote the opportunity of a 

placement at St Mary’s College in 2017 while residing at the newly upgraded Broome Resi-

dential College.  

Thank you to all staff and students for your wonderful efforts so far this term from Years K-12.      
           

Year 5-9 Disco Tonight – Friday 18 November  

Tonight the St Mary’s College Year 5 – Year 9 Disco organised by the Year 6-11 SRC stu-

dents will take place at the Notre Dame Hall from 5.00pm to 7.30pm. Please encourage 

your son/daughter to attend and support this event which will raise money for Kye Ryan’s 

treatment in the USA.  Tickets are $5.00 at the door.  
 

Whole College Assembly – Wednesday 30 November  

On Wednesday 30 November, our Term 4 Whole College Assembly will recognise outstand-

ing student achievement. The assembly will commence at 8.30am in the Secondary un-

dercover area. All parents and carers are welcome and encouraged to attend.       
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 

Dear Jesus, 
 

I hope that all people can live to-
gether in one community. 

I am very concerned about how 
some people treat each other. 

I pray that people will respect their 
elders and their culture. 

18th November 2016 

November 2016 

Clontarf Awards Night 23rd 

Year 7 Orientation Day  24th 

Last Day for Year 11’s 25th 

Melodrama Night Secondary Years 8&9 28th 

Aspire Year 9 Trip 29th 

Whole College Assembly 30th 

Primary Christmas Concert 2nd 
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Capital Development Plan Update 

Planning with ENGAWA Architects is well underway for a new double stream Kindergarten and 

Staff and Administration building on the Primary campus. The building of these new facilities is ex-

pected to commence in Term 2, 2017. This is the first stage of the College Capital Development 

Plan (CDP) encompassing six stages that will see greatly improved facilities delivered across both 

the Primary and Secondary Campus in the coming years. Thanks are extended to all members of 

the College Board, College Staff and Catholic Education WA consultants for their great work en-

abling building to commence on these exciting projects next year.   

College Board and Parents and Friends Annual General Meetings – Tuesday 6 December 6.00pm  

The College Board Annual General Meeting will take place on Tuesday 6 December at 6.00pm 

followed by the St Mary’s College Parents and Friends Annual General Meeting. The College 

Board is responsible not only to our school community, but also to the Catholic Education Com-

mission of WA (CECWA) for the financial administration of the College. It is also entrusted with the 

duty of planning, on behalf of the school community to meet the present and future needs of stu-

dents. Taking on a position with the School Board is a wonderful way for parents to get involved 

and help shape their child’s school.  In 2017 there will be a number of vacancies available on the 

College Board and parents/carers with an interest in contributing to the financial management 

and planning are encouraged to nominate for a position.  Both meetings will be held in the sec-

ondary campus Hospitality and Tourism Centre. All St Mary’s community members are welcome 

to attend. Both annual general meetings are traditionally very short in duration with the main in-

tention of presenting the necessary reports and election of new executive members for the com-

ing year. I encourage all parents and guardians to consider nominating for a position on either 

the St Mary’s College Board or the St Mary’s College Parents and Friends Association. College 

Board nomination forms are available from both the Primary and Secondary administration offic-

es. Nomination forms should be returned to either the primary or secondary administration office 

in a sealed envelope marked ‘Confidential’ for the attention of the Principal by Friday 2 Decem-

ber.  Following the AGMs there will be a social gathering with some food and drinks for those in 

attendance. 

Year 7 Transition Day – Thursday 24 November   

Our Year 6’s have already commenced their transition program to assist in preparing them for 

their move to Year 7 in 2017.  Students are attending a range of classes over the coming weeks. 

On Thursday 24 November, a full day of transition activities for our Year 6 students and students 

from other schools in Year 6 will be held on the secondary campus. The day will follow a timetable 

designed to give students a wide range of activities on the secondary campus and to have an 

experience of high school.  The transition from primary to secondary school is an exciting time in 

each student’s educational journey. With the support provided we are confident that all students 

can make a smooth adjustment to accommodate new friends, new subjects and getting used to 

having multiple teachers. Lunch and morning tea will be provided to all students participating in 

the Transition Day.  

Quality Catholic Schools Surveys  

Each year, staff and a sample of parents and students in Western Australian Catholic Schools, are 

selected to participate in the Quality Catholic Schools (QCS) Surveys. These surveys provide an 

overview of each school’s performance.  

Data results for St Mary’s College this year identified some key areas where opportunities exist for 

continued improvement. They include enhancing the role clarity and communication between 

the leadership teams and staff, and the need for ongoing professional learning for all staff in 

managing classroom behaviours, which are conducive to an optimal teaching and learning en-

vironment. In 2017, professional learning for staff in Trauma Informed Practices and Positive Behav-

iour Strategies will continue to be implemented across Years K-12.  



Year 8 – 10 Examinations 

This week we have been running an examination program for all Year 8 – 10 students.  Many stu-

dents have quite high anxiety over exams when they enter senior school where exams are man-

dated.  The main purpose of our exams is to give students practice at sitting exams so that when 

they have exams in Years 11 and 12 the students will be more comfortable with the idea of exams 

and have developed examination techniques.   

In Year 8 the exams were on a semester’s work and counted for only a small percentage of their 

overall mark.  Over the following years the exams will count for a larger portion of their overall 

mark and be more rigorous and the end of year exams will be on the entire year’s work.  Hopeful-

ly, by putting such a program into place we will ensure our senior students are better prepared.  

It has been very pleasing to see how serious most of our students have taken these exams and 

how hard they have been working towards attaining the best results they can.   

FROM HEAD OF SECONDARY                                              Lea Wilson 

2016 Secondary Visual Art  
& Technology Showcase 



 

Multisport Interschool Carnival 

On Friday 11th November 35 Year 3 – 6 students travelled to the BRAC to participate in the 2016 

West Kimberley Multisport Interschool Carnival. There were 2 Year 3/4 mixed soccer teams and 1 

boys and 1 girls Year 5/6 cricket team.  All of the Broome schools as well as the 2 Derby schools 

were in attendance which made for a fantastic atmosphere. The aim of the Multuisport carnival is 

to encourage participation and promote enjoyment of the sports in a fun and friendly environ-

ment. Our students had a wonderful time playing against the other schools and there were some 

great stories of amazing goals and classic catches told on the bus on the way home! A big thank 

you to Mr Kello, Mr Prince and Mr Din for coaching the teams on the day. 

 



Uniforms Wanted 
Donations of any pre-loved uniforms will be greatly  

appreciated. Please drop off to Reception, 

Thank-you  

Only 3 weeks left of the 2016 school year…. 

Will you have your fees paid in full by the end of this year?  

Would you like some assistance?   

  

Term 4 fees have now been billed – this is now your final billing for 2016. If you have arranged pay-

ment – thank you! If not, don’t panic, just pop in and see Amy to sort out how best to pay before 

the end of the school year – it’s creeping up on us so quickly!  

 

There are many options for payment of school fees, and families are encouraged to speak with 

Amy to determine the best way to make payment.  Fees can be paid using either cash at the re-

ception on Secondary Campus, Cheque, EFTPOS, direct bank transfer, BPAY or Centrepay 

We thank you for your cooperation when it comes to payment of fees, and appreciate the contri-

bution these funds make to the education of your child  

 

Ms Amy Hyett 

Business Manager 

Direct +61 8 9194 9507    

Email  hyett.amy@cathednet.wa.edu.au 

College Board and Parents and Friends Annual General Meetings  

Tuesday 6 December 6.00pm  

Secondary Campus Hospitality and Tourism Centre 

All St Mary’s community members are welcome to attend 

2016 Secondary Visual Art & Technology Showcase 



Auslan 

Auslan is the native sign language for Australian signing people. There are many other sign lan-

guages used internationally. Australian Sign Language differs from the sign language used by 

signing people in other countries in linguistic structure and grammar similarly to oral languages 

between nations, say English and Italian for example.  

 

Most Auslan users are children and adults who need it as their main means of communication; 

however everyone else who shares their lives may also use Auslan. These include the families, 

carers, friends and professionals such as teachers, speech and language therapists, social work-

ers, playgroup staff, college lecturers, instructors, nurses, and psychiatrists. 

 
Learning sign is fun and easy! 

We have found the easiest way to introduce yourself to sign is to first learn some "keysigns" for 

everyday things. Many signs quickly become obvious, you may recognise them from your own 

natural gestures, so remembering "keysigns" can be easy!  

 

If you are wanting to sign with adult signers then it is then a good idea to learn the Australian Sign 

Alphabet, so if you ever don't know the sign for something, you can resort to fingerspelling. A tip 

with fingerspelling that is rarely emphasised is that the vowels , 'a', 'e', 'i', 'o' and 'u' are the thumb 

and fingers on one hand, pointed to by the other hand.  

 

You can look-up signs online via this website http://auslan.net and view signs by category. So 

keep practicing and expanding your sign knowledge. Try and find other people who sign you 

can practise this method of communication with. Soon you'll be able to hold reasonable conver-

sation in sign and will begin playing with it's own little puns, humour and slang.  

 

The Alphabet would be a great start  



 Year 10 Careers 
 

As part of the Year 10 careers program, at the end of 

Term Three students took part in one week of work expe-

rience.  The experience is an important aspect of career 

and skills development, and students approached the 

experience thoughtfully and diligently. Over 30 students 

were placed in a variety of work places including 

Broome Hospital, Broome Airport, Broome Police station, 

childcare centres, construction companies, hotels and 

retail outlets. It was a pleasure to see our students step 

out of their comfort zone and take on new challenges. 

The St Mary’s school community values the contribution 

each employer made to the work experience program 

and the support for our students is greatly appreciated.  

We would like to thank the following businesses/

organisations for taking part: Best and Less, Bunnings 

Warehouse, Bohemia for Hair, Broome International Air-

port, Ground Staff, Broome Hospital Medical Imaging De-

partment, Broome Hospital Nursing and Midwifery, 

Jalygurr-Guwan Childcare Centre, Kimberley Kids, North 

Region TAFE, Our Mob, Broome Police Station, Goolarri 

Media, Roebuck Bay Hotel, Willie Creek Pearls, SMC Pri-

mary, HM Tracey, Broome Natural Wellness, McKeno Pavers /Kimberley Contracting, Salty’s 

Diesel Mechanics, Sun Studios Broome, Broome Hovercraft, the  Mulberry Tree Childcare and 

Blue Sea Laundry. 
 



Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/

Deadly Sista Girlz 
 

A group of year 6, 7, 8 & 9 Deadly Sista Girlz were selected to attend 

the first Jijah’s Day Out on Friday 11 November 2016 at the Broome 

Camp School for their attendance efforts. We took part in team & 

self-confidence building activities on the grounds and in the pool. 

We also did Archery, the year 6 girls showing us how it’s done. One 

of our groups broke the camp school crate stacking record. We also 

addressed attitudes and work ethic at school. The Deadly Sista Girlz 

Program is proudly sponsored by Shell. A huge thanks to the Broome 

Camp School for hosting us, all the girls thoroughly enjoyed them-

selves and can’t wait for our next day out at the camp school. 
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