
“Nothing and nobody can block the light that Christ puts in our hearts and on 
the face of His friends.” (Pope Francis) 

Primary Christmas Concert 

Primary students have been busy preparing for their final 

year concert held tonight at the Primary Campus. All 

families and friends of the College are welcome to at-

tend. The evening commences at 5:30 pm and we look 

forward to enjoying an evening  focused on the birth of 

Christ and the joy of Christmas. 
 

New Kindergarten and Capital Works 

St Mary’s College has now received approval from CEWA 

to be offering a third class for the 3-day per week  

Kindergarten program.  This is exciting news for all our 

families to be accessing these wonderful new facilities 

next year. The new building will be ready for the first day 

of school, 2018. We are very pleased to  be able to offer       

limited additional places for enrolment in Kindergarten.  

Please contact primary reception on 9194 9560, visit our website or call in to our Primary 

reception to pick up an enrolment pack.  
 

The Primary staff and administration building will be completed midway through Term 1, 

2018.  
 

Reporting 

Staff have been busy completing Semester 2 reports, these will be posted home. In 2018 

Secondary teachers will be 

training in SEQTA engage – 

a web based portal acces-

sible by parents to com-

municate progress and re-

sults of their child. It is envis-

aged this will be live in Term 

2. Catholic Education WA is 

also implementing its Lead-

ing Lights project, allowing 

parents in each Catholic 

school to monitor their 

child’s academic progress. 

This project will be live in 2019. 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL                                                Michael Pepper 

Dear God, 
Thank you for the Christmas story. 

Thank you that Jesus wasn't born in a beautiful palace 
but in a poor stable. 

Please help us remember children all over the world 
who are born into poverty. 

This Christmas, help us be grateful for everything we 
have. 

Please help us give as well as receive 
Amen 

1st December 2017 

December  

Primary Christmas Concert 1 

Year 6 Graduation Mass & Lunch 5 

Movie Day—Primary 7 

STUDENTS LAST DAY 8 

Assembly Teacher farewell—Primary 8 

Secondary School Assembly—8am (NDU) 8 
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Staffing 

The end of the year is a sad time as we farewell some of our dedicated and talented staff. I 

would like to extend my appreciation and gratitude to teaching and non teaching staff that will 

not be returning in 2018. Thank you to Ms Marie Little, who has been my PA for 2017 and has 

been redeployed to other roles at the College in 2018. I welcome Ms Anthea Demin back to the 

role of Personal Assistant in 2018 after 12 months leave.  
 

Uniform Shop  

In Semester 1, 2018 we welcome Ms Luilyn Wilson to the role of Uniform Shop Manager for 6 

months. The College is now pleased to offer School Crested school bags in a number of sizes 

from Spartan School Supplies http://www.spartanss.com.au/ in the Airopak range, priced at $60-

$65. Please call Katie or Libby 91949504 to order your bag. 

We are also adding uniform options for female Secondary students that will include a tailored 

shirt and skort option.  These options will be available from Semester 2, 2018 following further sam-

pling and trials in Semester 1 next year. 
The uniform shop will be open 22nd—25th January, 7.30am-3.30pm  

Then again the following week from 29th Jan—2nd Feb, 7.30am—12.30pm 
 

Bishops Christmas Appeal  

I encourage all families to  contribute to Christmas hampers that will be donated to the needy 

this Christmas, please bring your non-perishable food items to school.  
 

College Board and AGM 2017 

I wish to thank our dedicated board members for their service to the College for 2017; Mrs Tania 

McKenna, Mrs Sue Ralph, Ms Kate McMahon, Mr Scott Stokes, Ms Eugenia Leslie, Ms Sonja Gobel, 

Monsignor Paul Boyers and Mrs Anastasia Bradley. I would also like to thank our P&F Representa-

tive to the College Board, Ms Katrina Comito. I would like to acknowledge the great efforts of Mr 

Scott Stokes who will be retiring from the Board this year.  
 

Congratulations to our two new board members elected for 2018, Mr Tony Hutchinson and Ms 

Amarah Treacy.  
 

Parents and Friends AGM 2017  

Thank you to the P&F for your dedicated efforts in fundraising over $22,000 for the College this 

year. I would like to acknowledge the hard work and service by Natalie Giancono and Vanessa 

ApThomas who are retiring from the P&F this year. Congratulations to Ms Sascha Woods who will 

be the P&F President in 2018, Mrs Rose Mitchell – Vice President, Ms Anji Sam – Secretary and Ms 

Krystina Smith and Ms Katie McGlinchey – Treasurers. 
 

Ice Cups for Sale 

Primary students will be able to purchase ice-cups during Week 9 from Monday 4th December 

until sold out for $1 each until sold out. Money raised will be contributed to Caritas.   
 

2018 School Year 

School will commence for all Primary students, all Year 7 

and Year 12 students, and new students to the Secondary 

College on Wednesday 31st January. All other secondary 

students will commence on Thursday 1st February.  
Billiluna Visitors 

Today we had the pleasure of hosting Principal, 

Mrs Teneille Smith, 6 parents and 11 students from Ku-

rurrungku Catholic Education Centre in Billiluna. The stu-

dents enjoyed the morning Orientation Program, prior to 

attending St Mary’s College next year. They also spent 

time at the Broome Residential  College. We look forward 

to their arrival as boarders next year. 
 

Administration  2018 

Our College administration will reopen 22nd January, on both campuses from 8.30 till 3.30pm 

and once school commences 31st January normal office hours of 7.30am till 3.30pm will apply. 

http://www.spartanss.com.au/


FROM HEAD OF SECONDARY                                           Leanne Wilson 
 
 
 

I would like to acknowledge the outstanding efforts by our students in 2017. It is a great privilege 

to provide quality teaching programs here at St Mary’s College. Small class sizes mean greater 

individual attention for students and strong pastoral care. Your success as students is also         

attributed to the efforts, application and communication skills that you are building during your 

School career.  
 

 I am pleased to welcome new staff to the Secondary teaching team in 2018: Ms Dianne King 

(Pathways), Ms Katie Parkins (Science & Maths) and Ms Gabrielle Hinge (English).  

Congratulations to Ms Amy Meeuwisen who will be undertaking the role of Learning Area  

Coordinator for English. 
 

Exams  

Over the past couple of weeks we have been running an examination program for all Year 8 – 

10 students.  Many students have quite high anxiety over exams when they enter senior school 

where exams are mandated.  The purpose of our exams is to give students practice at sitting ex-

ams so that when they have exams in Years 11 and 12 the students will be more comfortable 

with the idea of exams and have developed examination techniques and also helping to train 

students at retaining knowledge for longer than a few weeks.    

In Year 8 the exams were on a semester’s work and counted for only a small percentage of their 

overall mark.  Over the following years the exams will count for a larger portion of their overall 

mark and be more rigorous and the end of year exams will be on the entire year’s work.  Hope-

fully, by putting such a program into place we will ensure our senior students are better pre-

pared.  

It has been very pleasing to see how serious most of our students have taken these exams and 

how hard they have been working towards attaining the best results they can.   

 

Other testing 

Apart from exams over the last two weeks we have also been doing some national standardised 

testing, (PATR and AGAT) so that we can track the progress of students through the College.  This 

type of testing is done both in the primary and secondary school so that we have nationally ac-

credited data, which we use to make sure our students are progressing as they should be and 

plan interventions when necessary.  Next year I will make sure we do these at a different time to 

exams for the Years 8 – 10 as they have proven to be a little too much for students at this time of 

year  
 

Subject sections for 2018 

All secondary students have recently been choosing subjects for 2018.  If students would like to 

amend their choices or parents have any questions about the subjects their children have cho-

sen, I will be available at the College until December 21.  You are welcome to email me at 

lea.wilson@cewa.edu.au or call me on 9194 9510.   
 

 

Final Assembly 

A final year assembly will be held on Monday 4th of December at 8:00 am at Notre Dame Univer-

sity. Parents are welcome to attend.  
 

Year 10 Camp 

Thank you to the teachers that have supervised students at Dare Adventures, Dwellingup.  

Students are having a terrific time and it is a highlight for our Year 10 students. 
 

Final Day 

The last day for students is Friday 8th of December. Please empty out your lockers, return all li-

brary books to the Secondary library and ensure any outstanding work is handed in to teachers. 

I wish you a blessed and relaxing Christmas vacation. 
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Meet the staff Early Years—Continued 

Collie  

Cox—ATA 

(PPL) 

I have 

lived in 

Broome all 

my life. At 

St Mary’s I 

love the 

great at-

mosphere, 

knowing 

all the kids 

and the 

families 

and working with different teachers and 

getting to know them. 

 

Belinda Cox—

ATA (Kindy) 

I have lived in 

Broome my 

whole life. All 

my children 

schooled at St 

Mary’s Col-

lege and it is 

a good envi-

ronment. I re-

cently caught 

a huge salm-

on at Crab 

Creek. 
 

 

FROM HEAD OF PRIMARY                                                  Coby Rhatigan 

 

We are very excited about our Primary staff for next year! Most teaching roles have been filled. 



Traffic Warden Vacancies 
 

The WA Police are looking to establish a pool of applicants to fill current and future vacancies in 

the Broome area.    
 

Duties: 

The position of Traffic Warden is to ensure safe pedestrian access of essentially primary age chil-

dren across carriageways at children’s crossings. 

 
Working Conditions: 

School Days, Monday to Friday. 

Contract: casual contract opportunities are available. (Terms and conditions of employment 

are those provided by the Western Australia Police School Traffic Wardens Agreement 2011). 

Standard Chi ldren’s  Crossing Hours: 1 hour morning and 1 hour afternoon  

Hourly Rate:  $22.52 per hour, which includes 20% loading in lieu of payment for public holidays, 

annual leave and sick leave. 

Laundry Allowance: $0.66 per week.  

Motor Vehicle Allowance payable under certain conditions. 

Full training and uniform provided. 

 

For further information and application package telephone (08) 6274 8731 or email Traf-

fic.Warden.State.Management.Unit@police.wa.gov.au 

   

PLEASE NOTE:  Applicants must have a current WA drivers licence and use of a motorised 

vehicle. Applicants will also be required to complete a health assessment, 

integrity and criminal check and if successful, will be required to apply for a 

‘Working with Children’ card.  

 

The cost of the Working with Children Card and up to $70 towards a 

health assessment will be reimbursed after working for one month.  

 

Lauren Montgom-

ery—Teacher Pre-

Primary 

I have lived in 

Broome for 7 

Years. I love the 

caring community 

at St Mary’s Col-

lege, each child is 

different and has 

different ways of 

learning. Interest-

ing fact:- when I 

was 6 I travelled 

around Australia 

for a year. 

Sally Bin 

Omar—

Teacher (0-4 

Program) 

I moved back 

to Broome 3 

years ago  af-

ter working in 

the East Kim-

berley. I love 

the friendly 

staff and Stu-

dents at St 

Mary’s, not a 

day goes by 

when I don’t 

get a wave 

from someone. 
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YEAR 10 CAMP 

Currently all year 10’s are having a fabulous time  in  Dwellingup. 

Activities they have been doing include absailing, rock climb-

ing, Archery, obstacle courses, mountain biking , Leadership 

games, swimming, raft building and the favourite - playing spot-

light at night! 

Lawyer incursion (HASS) Secondary 
This week, Julia Barber the Principal/Director of 

Kimberley & Pilbara Lawyers came to St. Mary’s 

College to speak with the year 7s, 8s, 9s, and 10s 

in their classes about law and the real world. She 

shared with us her wisdom and her knowledge of 

the law and spoke to us about our rights and re-

sponsibilities in court, with the law and with po-

lice. Her presentation was so interesting, and we 

thank her so much for taking time out of her busy 

schedule to come and visit us! 



 Last Friday the Year 9 - 10 Dance students from the Sec-

ondary campus presented an entertaining CHRISTMAS HIP 

HOP item to the Primary School cohort.  Santa arrived with 

15 elves, Mrs Christmas, the Grinch and 5 Sugar Plum Fair-

ies - all prepared to dance and enjoy their time with the 

younger students.  The senior students were over joyed to 

spread some Christmas cheer on the day and were de-

lighted with the response from the younger students and 

Primary staff. 

Vicki Thompson - Dance teacher/ Head of Learning 'The 

Arts & Technologies 

 

Secondary Library 

Christmas blessings from the Secondary Library. As we wind up for the year we reflect back on 

what a terrific year 2017 was. The Library Club met for it's final Morning Tea feasting on yummy 

Christmas cupcakes made by the wonderful Ms Fran. 

However, the year is not over until all students have 

finally returned their Book hire textbooks. There 

are many resources not returned costing the Col-

lege money each year.  

I ask all parents to check for books labelled with a 

St Mary's barcode and return them asap with your 

child. In particular, Casio ClassPadII Calculators, 

costing $235 each, must be returned. Parents are 

reminded that you are invoiced the cost of items 

not returned by your child, so please ensure they 

have returned all items as soon as possible. 

Ms Angela, Secondary Teacher Librarian 



Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/

I would like to say a big THANK YOU to all our parents and that includes Foster Parents, Grandparents, 

Aunts, Uncles, Brothers, Sisters and anyone else that is the primary carer of our St Mary’s children – you are 

all their parent, for a wonderful 2017.  The Parents & Friends is about so much more than fundraising but I 

wanted to finish the year by letting you all know the purchases made this year by the school using dona-

tions from the P&F. As a parent group we have funded: 

 * Shade sail over the primary nature playground 

 * Upgrades to equipment in the Secondary Library 

 * Maths resources across both campuses 

 * Literacy resources for Pathways 

 * Pre Primary outdoor play equipment 

 * Football jumpers for the secondary footballers 

 * IT equipment for the Coding Club 

 * Parent technology evenings 

 * Positive behaviour rewards 

 * Choir shirts 

 * Sensory equipment  

Get involved next year if you can by volunteering.  There are so many ways to be involved from helping to 

collate raffle tickets, processing bank deposits on a Thursday morning from students, donating a prize in 

one of the raffles or DJ-ing the music at a disco!  Keep an eye out for ways to be involved and you will be 

rewarded with friendship and the best feeling of being needed in our community.   

I wish you all in our college community a very peaceful and joy filled Christmas with your families. 

Love and blessings, 

Nat Giancono 

Parents & Friends President 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS 
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