No.2

23rd Feb 2018

ST MARY’S COLLEGE NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Michael Pepper

We are now at the end of week four of
our first term, and what an exciting
and busy time it has been for all of us
at St Mary’s College.
Last Wednesday morning our College
community along with members of the
Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral
gathered together at the Civic Centre
to celebrate at the Ash Wednesday
Mass.
Mrs Anita Finneran from Caritas Australia officially launched the 2018 Caritas Project Compassion Campaign.
Following on from the launch all students from Year 5-12 took part in Christian Leadership learning workshops
with Mrs Finneran who delivered the 2018 Student Representative Council Year 7 to Year 12
Max Healy
theme of Social Justice Leadership. Head Boy
Juanne Ignacio
We sincerely thank Mrs Finneran for Head Girl
Deputy
Head
Boy
Ainsley Richardson
her outstanding leadership workDeputy
Head
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Erin Victor
shops delivered to our students.
Dakota Leak
We also congratulated the Student Ministry Captain
Sports Captain
Helena Hungerford-Morgan
Representative Council from Year 6Cultural Captain
Leanne Dolby
12. The Council Representatives reBarbier House
Talulah Tick
ceived their blessed badges and Captain
stood tall and proud in front of their Rice House CapMatilda Ogilvie Dia
peers and some of their families and tain
friends of the Parish. Leadership is O’Brien House
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Captain
important to successful personal outOseyahn Monck-O’Meara
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Feb/March
Public Holiday

5th
Mar

OLNA Testing begins YR10

6th
Mar

OLNA Testing begins Yr 11&12

7th
Mar

Reconciliation Parent Workshop— Primary

7th

Primary Swimming Carnival

8th

Student free day PRIMARY ONLY

9th

Secondary Swimming Carnival

9th

Selene Marks and Matthew Linton
Enya Lippert and Daniel Ralph
Rheena Balleta and Vincent
Bartlett
Reshinta Bradshaw and Simon
Poelina
To be elected after camp

As we start out on our Lenten Journey
May we be blessed with Special brushings of
earth, sea and sky.
May we be blessed with Songs of bird, wave and
wind.
May we be blessed with Stitchings of Path, tide
and cloud.
As we follow, speak and live the way of Jesus
Christ.
(Caritas Aotearoa New Zealand)
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Head Boy

Jay Hill
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Wyatt Smith

Deputy Head Girl

Tamaya Pigram

Parent information evenings have been held
for parents and students across the College.
Barbier House
Savannah McKeon
Thank you to the parents who were able to
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Staff also completed further professional learning in the use of SEQTA. SEQTA is an all in one
teaching and learning system that enables Teachers to do all their teaching and administrative
tasks through a single interface. Secondary parents will have access to SEQTA parent portal commencing in Term 2, 2018
The Year 7 camp is happening now at the Cable Beach Camp School. The first year of high
school is a period of great change in the lives of students, and for many their experience in the
transition from primary to secondary education will influence their future academic and personal
successes. This is a very productive week where the Year 7 students will have the opportunity for
peer bonding, Student/Teacher bonding and learning about teamwork and communication. I
thank the Teachers and staff and parents who have worked so hard to make this camp a success.
Both Our College Board and Parents and Friends (P&F) have held their first meetings for 2018. The
Board has also undertaken their Board induction with the Catholic Education Office WA, Regional
Officer, Carol Geurts.
I am pleased to introduce our 2018 College Board and P&F Committee members. The 2018 College Board President - Tania McKenna, Vice President – Tony Hutchinson, Secretary – Kate
McMahon, Treasurer, Sue Ralph, P&F Representative - Katrina Comito, Ex- Officio – Monsignor
Paul Boyers, Board members – Stasi Bradley, Sonja Gobel, Eugenia Leslie-George, Amarah
Treacy.
The 2018 P&F Committee President - Sascha Wood, Vice President - Rose Mitchell, Secretary Anji Sam, Treasurer - (shared role) Kate McGlinchey and Krystina Smith and Board Rep - Katrina
Comito. Both parent bodies work collaboratively with the Principal and staff in supporting the
partnership between home and school. They are an integral part of our College and I thank them
sincerely for their support.
Recently in Perth, I was honoured to be a guest of the Consul General of Japan, Mr. Tatsuo
Hirayama at a reception for the promotion of exchange between Japan and Western Australia
at local levels. Consul Hirayama was very appreciative of our successful partnership through the
Japanese Exchange program and it was heartening to network with other participants at this level.
Shrove Tuesday was observed on both campuses before Ash Wednesday. The students have now
embraced the season of Lent and it is encouraging to see the classes discuss ways to support Project Compassion and give to those less fortunate.
We look forward to the next two weeks of exciting learning and keep in mind that the swimming
carnivals will be taking place soon, the preparations have certainly begun.

NEW STAFF ON PRIMARY

Shannon who is the new
Year 5 Teacher already
loves working at St
Mary’s College.
Shannon comes from
Perth where she worked
as a Teacher in 2017,
and prior to that as a
very busy Boarding
House Supervisor at
Clontarf Aboriginal
College.
Ms Shannon says, “ I am really looking forward
to getting to know the St Mary’s College community as so far all I have seen is wonderful
people working together!”

Miss Shannon O’Connor

Courtney is new to St Mary’s
College having also worked
as a Teacher at Clontarf Aboriginal College.
Miss Courtney says “This
year, I am looking forward to
learning from the incredible
staff at St Mary’s. In my first
few weeks, I have picked up
on the kind, nurturing and
enthusiastic nature of all the
staff here. I am hoping to bring my love of contemporary teaching and learning strategies to
the College and am looking forward to growing as an Educator. I feel incredibly lucky to be
teaching such a vibrant and enthusiastic team
of Year Four students! Miss Courtney George

Merrilee is our new Teacher at the “Our Mob “- Aboriginal Playgroup for
children aged 0 to 4 years old.
Merrilee has a long and strong association with St Mary’s College having
worked at Nulungu College in the 1980’s and at St Mary’s as a Teacher
Assistant in the 1990’s. Merrilee’s mother, siblings and children all attended St Mary’s College, and now her three grandchildren who are in
Kindy, Year 3 and Year 6 - so she is certainly no stranger to our school –
and we love having her back on staff.
Ms Merrilee loves fishing and camping with her family and she loves to be lost in her garden. Her
passion is instilling the importance of language and culture in the little ones to ensure it is preserved. Miss Merrilee Lands
Year Four
2018 has kicked off with a bang in Year 4C! We have an incredibly enthusiastic team of students, who have hit the
ground running with their learning this term.
The students have worked hard over the first weeks to build
sense of routine and community in our learning space. We
are utilising a flexible learning space in 4C and are working
towards consistently making good learning choices. This
means we select a space in the room where we can work
to the best of our ability and collaborate effectively with our
peers.

a

We have also enjoyed using the iPads as a tool for learning and can already show you some
new skills we have learnt! We can complete research tasks, upload to See-Saw and create videos to demonstrate our understanding of a given concept. We are looking forward to learning
how to use the Explain Everything app in the coming weeks.
Students in 4C have also been completing a variety of hands on math activities to consolidate
their learning on ordering and comparing numbers. Weather permitting, we have been heading
outside to order our number cards and to create videos on how to round to the nearest 10, 100
and 1000!

Miss Courtney 4C

YEAR 12 RETREAT—By Dakota Leak and Juanne-Loise Ignacio (Yr12 Students)
In the second week of school, the year 12's began their two-day retreat with an Introduction in
Nulungu Chapel before embarking on a silent and reflective journey towards the Sister's of Saint
John of God. During this walk we were able to look back on our life, culture, family, friends and
towards our future. After arriving at the Sister's of Saint John of God, we, very creatively, made
posters about ourselves that we would share with the group. For the retreat we had a theme of
"Go Beyond" for the two days, that challenged us to go beyond our comfort zone and to share
a part of ourselves with our classmates. This was challenging to most of us but we were soon
able to accept the challenge and step out of our comfort zones. Once arriving at Broome
Camp School we began
team and trust building activities such as the human ladder, human calculator and
crate towers. With these activities we discovered that
alone you can do so little, but
with others you can do so
much more. The retreat encouraged every student to
challenge themselves and to
see the different aspects of
being a true and sincere
leader.
Overall the retreat was inspiring and has made us look forward to the rest of the year.

Year 3 have been out and about observing living and non living
things in our environment. The students completed some amazing
labelled scientific diagrams and shared their observations on Seesaw. They have also been using our amazing iPad technology to
work on increasing their number fluency and addition skills. Year 3
families have also hopefully been noticing how positive and constructive their children’s online commenting is. Go Year 3!

Miss
Robyn’s
Talented
Year 8
Music
students

Year 9/10 Elective Physical Education class during heart rate training and the Year 8 Physical Education
classes testing the components of fitness.

ASH WEDNESDAY
Thank you to all the students and staff for their respectful participation in the Ash Wednesday Mass marking the beginning of Lent. In the service, ashes were placed on the forehead as a symbol of repentance
and sorrow. The ashes remind us of our insubstantiality in this world and that we need to look beyond ourselves to God and others.
PROJECT COMPASSION
After the conclusion of Ash Wednesday Mass, Anita Finneran from Caritas officially lunched the 2018 Project Compassion Campaign. Project Compassion brings thousands of Australians together in solidarity
with the world's poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. To deepen their awareness
of how Project Compassion helps the poor and disadvantaged, Anita spent the week with students from
St Mary’s College running small justice retreats. These retreats were fundamental in raising student awareness of those members in our society who need our help and support.
To read more about Project Compassion 2018 please visit: http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
SACRAMENTS
Preparation for the sacrament of Reconciliation is starting in the Parish on Tuesday 27 February. If you
have a son or daughter who is Baptised, has not yet received the other sacraments and would like to be
prepared for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please let Monsignor Paul know at Our Lady Queen of
Peace Parish (9193 5888). Preparation classes will be held in the Emo Centre, starting at 2:30pm (Tuesday
27 February).
Joseph Eastgate
Religious Education Learning Area Coordinator Years 7-12

Collage created by Mr Samuel’s IT Yr 9 class

Do you hold a means tested Health Care Card or Pension Card?
Holders of eligible Health Care Cards and Pension Cards are eligible for a discounts on Tuition
fees. The discounted fee covers tuition fees only. It does not cover additional charges such as
camps, book hire, building levy, insurance, subject levies. The school’s normal sibling discounts
will continue to apply to the already discounted amount. If you are a holder of one of these
cards, pop into Secondary Administration and we will copy your card and apply the discount.

Fee’s have recently been billed—we have a new
BPAY biller code 280693

2018 Secondary Assistance Scheme – Years 7 to 12
Applications close Friday 13 April 2018
You may be eligible for up to $350 (towards school expenses)
Do you hold a
•
Centrelink Health Card Card
•
Centrelink Pensioner Concession card
•
Veterans Affairs Pensioner Concession Card.
What do I need to do to access the Secondary Assistance Scheme? To access the scheme, parents/guardians
will need to show a valid card to Amy Hyett, Business
Manager, and complete a simple form.

Secondary Math Pathway Celebrations!
All students working on Math Pathway complete a test every two weeks. This tests them on the modules
they have chosen to work on that block. Once students are confident they know how to complete the
work, they add it to their test. If they have difficulties they can use the help processes of:
1.Checking the answers
2.Watching a help video
3. Asking other students who are working on or have already mastered the module
4. Asking the teacher for help.
This helps students to become independent learners, an important skill they will need as they enter the
higher years of education and post school training. If your child tells you they are finding work hard, ask
them if they are following the help steps. You may find they have missed out a step or not spoken to their
teacher. All tests are marked on the growth your child has made in their mathematical knowledge rather
than how many questions they got right out of the whole test. Each module is worth 33.33% which means
that all 6 modules are worth a total of 200%. This is the equivalent of learning two years worth of curriculum in one year. If a student achieves 100% they are learning 1 years worth of curriculum in one year.
There have been over 50 awesome students who have achieved 100% or more growth in this fortnight.

Desperately Seeking Volunteers!!!
We are desperately seeking volunteers to share 20 mins of their day reading with our students. We are
running Toe By Toe, a proven effective reading intervention with students experiencing reading difficulty,
and would love to be able to provide this opportunity to as many students as we can. No training required, just a commitment to availability for at least three days a week. If you are able to generously donate your time, please contact Diana Jans on the Secondary Campus.
Diana Jans
Pathways Coordinator

Defence Forces Visit SMC
The Defence Force visited our school today and I learnt from them that whatever talent you have, you
can get a job using that talent in the Army, Navy or Airforce. Glen was in the Defence Force for 42 years
and he entered when he was 15 years old. He persisted when it got hard for him and he wanted to give
up. He said he was able to be successful because of education, hard work and dedication.
By:- Decovin Hunter
Yr 8 Student

Learning to Learn– Pathways Secondary
Students in Pathways have begun the year dedicated to taking
ownership of their learning and embracing habits that will lead
them to success. Through investigation and collaboration the
students have explored the functioning of the brain and ways
they can train their brain to learn. Adopting a growth mindset
and an understanding of strategies to help their brains retain
and connect new ideas and experiences, the students have
embraced their learning with confidence and purpose. Through
several activities, the students learnt how new neural pathways
are formed when we learn from mistakes made. The students
have spent time collaborating on group projects in order to
promote teamwork, understanding of each other and a sense of community. They have commited to learning expectations of themselves
and others, and synthesized the 16 Habits of Mind into four, that describe the learning behaviours they will exhibit: Dedicated Learners;
Open Minded, Investigators, and Collaborators. Students engaged in
mindfulness and meditative moments and brainstormed ways they
can self regulate their emotions and utilize the calming space in the
school. We look forward to the great success that is to come with the
students’ greater understanding of what it means to be responsible,
respectful and their best!
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