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Coming to the end of Week 8 of our school year brings us closer to Easter which is the most important celebration of the Catholic Church’s calendar. Easter is of course a most important time
for our school community as we began preparing our students during the season of Lent leading
up to learning about the Easter story and celebration. The Easter Triduum starts from the evening of Holy Thursday to Easter Sunday.
Our main celebration as a school community
will be the Stations of the Cross on Holy Thursday (before we close for the Easter holidays)
which is a 14 step Catholic devotion that commemorates Jesus’s last day on Earth from when
he was condemned to death to being crucified
then laid in the tomb. At a moving and powerful
liturgy, the students will re-enact and pray these
14 steps, furthering the learning of all students from K-12 about the great significance of the
Easter story. Following tradition, Ms Carlene Smith our Aboriginal Teaching Assistant
worked with students in Ms Diana’s class,
instructing them in the plaiting of palms,
which will be used in the Parish this weekend
during the Palm Sunday celebrations.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION – Contin-

uing to support our Sacrament of Reconciliation our students, Teachers, Parents and members of the Parish are to be acknowledged for
their dedication and commitment. The Reconciliation Retreat was recently held at Notre
Dame University and was a very significant
retreat. We are confident that all the candidates are now as prepared as they can be. We pray for
God’s Blessing on all the students, their families and teachers as they receive this very important
Sacrament tomorrow morning (Saturday) at 9:00am at the Cathedral.
PROJECT COMPASSION FUNDRAISING – Our College Students continue to inspire us with their

creativity and generosity raising money for this project. In addition to the many creative fundraising events planned, we have created our very own link as an easy opportunity for anyone to
donate online via this link on our St Mary’s College Facebook page.
https://fundraise.caritas.org.au/fundr…/stmaryscollegebroome
Donations over $2 are tax deductible and we are setting our St Mary's College goal at $2000.
March/April
Reconciliation Liturgy 9am

24th
Mar

Twilight Easter Reflection Holy place

26th
March

Primary & Secondary Stations of the cross

30th
Mar

Good Friday Holiday

30th

East Monday & Tuesday

2nd
&3rd
April

Secondary Interschool Swimming Derby

6th
Apr

“Hosanna; Blessed is
he that cometh in
the name of the
Lord”
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CARITAS DISCO - FRIDAY APRIL 6 - Please remember this event, organised by our SRC is on after

Easter at the Notre Dame University Hall, and it will be our final fundraiser. The Disco will run at specific times for different age groups – commencing at 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm for Years 4 to 6, then for the
Year 7 to 12 students the Disco will continue from 7:00pm to 9:00 pm. There will be a $5 admission
fee which will include a drink and a snack and tickets are available at the door.
SRC NORFORCE LEADERSHOP WORKSHOP - Last Sunday, 28 of our SRC students attended a leader-

ship workshop facilitated by the Australian Army Regiment, Norforce at their base in Broome and this
was followed by a beach walk and a family BBQ. I congratulate the student leaders of our College for
their participation in the workshop. It was evident that they learnt many valuable leadership skills such
as the importance of clear communication, goal setting and decision making, which will be life skills
needed for them throughout their lives. Thank you to Mr Cley Anderson and Ms Dianne King, all other
staff and the parents who assisted at the family BBQ. It was great to see so many family members in
attendance, and to see the students relaxing and bonding with their peers after a hard days work. I
acknowledge and give thanks to the Norforce Squadron, Major Christopher McGlashan, Corporal Warrick Bamford, Private Christopher Slade and Private Kallan Burville for their guidance and leadership
when working with our students. Their dedication and generosity in giving up their Sunday was most
appreciated.

INTERNATIONAL DANCE PROJECT – Amongst many highlights this week was our student’s partici-

pation in the Global Learning – International Dance Project. Congratulations to Vicki Thompson and
her Dance students who worked with a visiting Professor of Choreography, Scott Putman from Virginia Commonwealth University in the US for three days. Mrs Angela Perry from the Australian
Dance Teachers Association was also present throughout the three-day workshop. The students put
on a special sunset performance at Entrance Point on Wednesday evening where their families and
members of the public were present. Mr Paul Boon also played the Didgeridoo with two of our students making it a memorable performance set in a spectacular backdrop. Thank you also to our Digital Imaging students and all support staff who assisted Vicki in this production.
SWIMMING CARNIVALS - The Primary Interschool Swimming Carnival took place last Thursday.

Congratulations to our champions swim team who represented St Mary’s College, they performed
brilliantly and showed fantastic sportsmanship. I acknowledge Mr Jacob Windle for his preparation
of such a great team and he was kindly supported by Mr Gino, Mr Joseph, Ms Beth, Ms Rebecca, Ms
Laura and Ms Sarah. Competition was fierce, and I was so proud to see our students swim their very
best in every event.
STAFF REPLACEMENT – In Ms Diana Jan’s absence, we thank Ms Bree Abbot who is taking on Di-

ana’s role while she is
away in Israel.
HARMONY DAY - It was

great to see students on
both campuses celebrate
Harmony
Day
on
Wednesday 21 March.
Harmony Day coincides
with the United Nations
International Day for the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Our students
and staff celebrated our
rich cultural diversity and
took the opportunity to
raise funds for Project
Compassion on this day.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS AND EASTER CEREMONIES – Please remember the Stations of the Cross

will be on Holy Thursday will take place on the Primary Campus at 8:15 am.
We will break for the Easter holidays on Thursday 29 March and return to school on Wednesday 4
April. With people leading such busy lives, I know everyone is looking forward to this break. I hope
that you may find the time to attend just one or more of the liturgies of the Triduum. The Holy Week
Program can be found on https://www.facebook.com/Our-Lady-Queen-of-Peace-Cathedral or by calling the Our Lady Queen of Peace Cathedral on 9193 6888
May your homes be filled with harmony and joy during this Easter season.

STUDENT CROSSING STAFF - We are so pleased to have a crossing

attendant every morning and afternoon on Port Drive.
We welcome Mrs Frances Unicomb and thank her for helping to
ensure that Broome students cross safely as they go to and from
school.

FROM HEAD OF SECONDARY

Leanne Wilson

As it approaches the end of the term please remember that all students need to take the proper
equipment to each class. Students need pens, pencils, rulers, erasers etc in a pencil case, a College
planner and any other subject specific materials,
such as sport uniform, food containers. If teachers
have to spend time organising these for students
who are not prepared, valuable learning time is
wasted. It is every student’s responsibility to bring
their own equipment. We ask parents to help ensuring that your son or daughter is ready for school
each day? If parents are unsure what is needed on which day, please contact the Year Coordinator or myself via phone or email and we can organise your child’s timetable to be emailed to
you so that you can see each subject your child has each day. This is a part of the three way
community relationship we are trying to build, where teachers, parents and students are all
working in the same direction for improvement in learning across
the College.
Standardised Testing
Nearly all of our year 10 – 12 students who are required to sit
OLNA have done so over the last three weeks. The final testing
will be early next week. Many students are very positive about
their achievement in these tests.
Early next term NAPLAN testing will happen on Primary for years 3
and 5 and Secondary for Years 7 and 9. Currently the Mathematics and English teachers on Secondary are going through individual students’ performances in their previous NAPLAN testing
(where we have the results) so that we can target the exact areas where students need help for
2018. In particular, students who are in Year 9 can alleviate the stress of having to sit OLNA by
achieving Level 8 in NAPLAN. By targeting areas of weakness from previous NAPLAN tests, we
hope to have a larger proportion of students pre-qualify for OLNA. Statistically across the state
less than half of all year 9 students achieve Level 8 in year 9. If parents have any questions
about these tests please contact me via email at lea.wilson@cewa.edu.au or by phone through
reception on 9194 9504.

Secondary Students Disco

Secondary Disco…….

SECONDARY
INTERSCHOOL
SWIMMING
CARNIVAL
IN DERBY
6TH APRIL

Thinking about University?
Parent Information Evening
To help parents and students prepare for university, representatives from WA universities will
be running an information session.
If you have questions about courses, alternative entry pathways, application processes, how
much it will cost, and what to expect please come along to the session!
When: 6:00pm - 7:30pm, Thursday 10th May, 2017
Where: Broome Senior High School, Performing Arts Centre
For more information contact
Aidan Mitchell on 9194 9535 or aidan.mitchell@cewa.edu.au

‘Sand, Water, Air’ performed as a site specific project, woven together in a collaborative task
between the SMC dance students, Associate Professor Scott Putman (USA) Angela Perry (Perth)
and Ms Vicki (Dance). They Performed at Entrance Point on Wednesday evening at sinset. An
amazing way to create ‘moving art’ against the great Kimberley ‘backdrop.
Photos by Damien Kelly

Pre-Primary Adventures
Snakes, Crocodiles and
water. Exploring,
researching and
Learning.
Ms Sarah McPherson

ST MARY’S NEW STAFF PROFILES
Mrs Dianne King teaches Pathways Maths, English & HASS at St Mary’s.
Dianne comes to St Mary’s with a wealth of Teaching experience,
having first taught at South Hedland and then later transferred
with her new family to Bindoon where she worked at the school
and which was near to where Dianne grew up.
Due to her husband’s work they moved to Perth and Dianne
taught for 20 years at the Swan Valley Primary School. Dianne
says, “I decided it was time to try something new and I have
always had a desire to work in the Kimberley. I am really looking
forward to working at St Mary’s College here in Broome and can’t
wait for the new opportunities it has to offer.”

NRT Training in Full Swing
Year 11 and 12 students have made a
great start to their VET courses at North Regional Tafe. Engaged in Business, Beauty
Therapy, Building and Construction, Engineering, Automotive, Hospitality, Early
Childhood Education and Aquaculture,
students are developing real-world skills
that will set them up for employment success upon leaving school. Pictured is Matt
Linton carrying out water testing at the
NRT Aquaculture training facility.
Mr Aidan Mitchell
Vet and Careers Coordinator
SMC

Year 11 ATAR HUMAN BIOLOGY
The Year 11 Human Biology students have been learning about the Circulatory System. To help them to
identify the major structures of the heart and understand the direction of blood flow into and out of the
heart, the students dissected a sheep’s heart. The students found this a very useful and informative teaching tool!!
Rebecca Famlonga
Yr 11 & 12 Co-ordinator
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