
From the Principals Desk 

Our annual Ash Wednesday Mass was held this week on March 6th. This was a special occasion for 

the College community to come together and to share our common commitment to living out the 

Gospel values and to mark the beginning of the Lenten season.  
 

Gathering in prayer, sharing the Eucharist and spending time with each other are all important ele-

ments of a Catholic School, and an effective representation of the strength of our College commu-

nity. Our celebration of our faith serves as witness to our existence as a faith community. We were 

very grateful that Bishop Saunders was able to lead our mass with Fr. Alexis and Msgr Paul.  In his 

homily Bishop Saunders called us all this Lenten season to reflect on our relationship with Jesus 

through prayer, to think of others less fortunate, especially overseas and support our Project Com-

passion campaign and to try and make a sacrifice in our own lives to remind ourselves of what Je-

sus did for us through his death and resurrection.  While a solemn occasion, the mass was a beauti-

ful coming together of our whole community, the students were so reverent and respectful.  Our 

student leaders did a great job in their readings and our choir created a truly sacred and reflective 

atmosphere in their singing. It was also wonderful to welcome staff from the Catholic Education Of-

fice, Notre Dame, parents and members of our local parish.  I am very appreciative of all the efforts 

of our staff and our clergy in the organisation and preparation for this most holy event. 
 

The College officially launched Project Compassion 2019 this week.  Caritas Australia’s annual Len-

ten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal, Project Compassion brings thousands of Australians 

together in solidarity with the world’s poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 

Project Compassion seeks to support communities living in poverty around the world to assist peo-

ple to help themselves. Last year, Project Compassion raised more than $10 million from the Caritas 

Australia Lenten Appeal. Project Compassion begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Easter Sun-

day. Lent is the Season of self-denial and doing a little for others as Jesus calls us to as part of our 

mission as Christians in the world today. This year we ask that our entire community helps us reach a 

target of at least $10 per person! Let us be generous and selfless again this year in helping others in 

greater need than our own. May we all get involved in this College undertaking.  I know there are 

lots of special 

events planned to 

assist.   
 

For further infor-

mation on Caritas’ 

Project Compas-

sion please visit; 

http://www. cari-

tas.org.au/project 

compassion Let us 

all give generously 

to love greatly. 
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Youth Prayer for Lent 

Lord, Teach me a new freedom. 

Freedom to reject comparison and to embrace unique-

ness. 

Freedom to cut ties with greed and feast on love. 

Freedom to abstain from over indulgence and feast on self

- control. 

Freedom to leave behind selfish thoughts and to focus on 

the needs. 

Freedom to leave behind selfish thoughts and to focus on 

the needs of others. 

Lord, at this time of Lent, thank you for the freedom you bring. Amen. 
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Reconciliation Liturgy 9am  23rd 
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During week 4 our Year 7 students attended an orientation camp at Broome Camp School.  This was a 

great opportunity for our students to test themselves and see what they are capable of, to get to know 

each other as a group and to set some goals for the beginning of their high school journey.  The Year 7’s 

were energetic and full of enthusiasm and had a great experience. I was so pleased that I could spend 

some time with them on camp and participate as a judge on St. Mary’s Got Talent.  I was truly amazed at 

the courage and talent of our contestants and how thoroughly they entertained their audience on the 

night. Special thank you to Mr Cley Anderson, Coordinator of Year 7/8 for all his organisation in ensuring all 

went smoothly.  He was also well supported by our year 7 Homeroom Teachers and many other staff who 

gave up their time to be on camp with our students.  I greatly appreciate all your efforts. 

Friday March 8th was International Women’s Day.  This year’s theme is #BalanceforBetter, promoting Col-

lective action and shared responsibility for driving a gender-balanced world is key. International Women's 

Day is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women - 

while also marking a call to action for accelerating gender balance. 

The first International Women's Day occurred in 1911, supported by over one million people. Today, IWD 

belongs to all groups collectively everywhere. IWD is not country, group or organisation specific. Gloria 

Steinem, world-renowned feminist, journalist and activist 

once explained "The story of women's struggle for 

equality belongs to no single feminist nor to any one or-

ganisation but to the collective efforts of all who care 

about human rights."  

This week the College Leadership team have travelled 

to Perth from Monday to Wednesday to participate in 

the review of our College Evangelisation Plan.  In our 

absence on Secondary the Year Coordinators, Mr Cley 

Anderson, Mr Braden Famlonga and Mrs Rebecca Fam-

longa will be the first point of contact and on Primary, 

Assistant Heads of Primary, Mrs Kerryn Moase and Ms 

Janelle Kennedy. 

The news last week that Cardinal George Pell has been 

found guilty of sexual offences against minors was both 

shocking and saddening. Please see the communica-

tion on the below from the Australian Catholic Bishops 

Conference regarding Cardinal Pell’s conviction. 
 

Best wishes and God Bless. 

Carol Bell 

 

https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/herersquos-to-the-memory-of-gloria-steinem-and-the-other-women-who-struggled-for-equality/


PRIMARY SWIMMING CARNIVAL As the day of the 2019 

Primary House Swimming Carnival drew closer, the weather in 

Broome warmed up immensely to make a tough day for spectators 

and swimmers alike.  With the mercury high, Thursday 7th March was 

the day that all the students in Year 3 – 6 were looking forward to in 

Term 1. It was their chance to represent their House in the first friendly 

competition of the year, vying for the Inter-House Swimming Shield in 

2019. The House Captains this year did a magnificent job in helping 

their teammates, leading the cheers and working with their bay 

leaders. Well done to Tremaine and Ashirah (Ward), Daijon and Kia-

han (Barbier), Zayde and Anika (O’Brien), and Billy and Lachlan 

(Rice). 

The community of St. Mary’s always comes together on days like 

these and it was incredible to observe the teamwork and camara-

derie of the staff and parent helpers. These people ensured that the 

students were able to participate in an exceptional carnival that ran 

like clockwork. A big thanks also to the maintenance and canteen 

crew who also made sure that the day ran smoothly. Without the 

help of these people chipping in, these wonderful community events 

would not be able to happen.  

Also, a big thank you to the parents, teachers and students who 

came together at the end of the day to compete in the highly enter-

taining, staff vs students vs parents race. That was a close race but under Mr James’ close observation, it 

was determined that Rice won the last race despite much protest from Mr. Ses. 

The contest for the shield was neck and neck all day, with leadership was often changing. But as we know, 

there can only be one winner. With the last event, the grand relay giving big points, we had no idea who 

would win the shield. Once the final race results came in and the scores were calculated, it became ap-

parent. Barbier were the 2019 Swimming Champions. Well done, Barbier! 
 

Overall Results 
 

  

Barbier House 1st Place 889 Points 

O’Brien House 2nd Place 873 Points 

Rice House 3rd Place 820 Points 

Ward House 4th Place 812 Points 

Overall Year Level Champions 

  1st
 2nd

 3rd
 

Year 3 Boys Tex Comito Francis Graffen Dominic Treacy 

Year 3 Girls Olivia Kennedy Aida Groenenberg Tiahna Mckeon 

Year 4 Boys Will Duplex Spencer Groenen-

berg 

Cadel Cobby 

Year 4 Girls Hazel Wilson Molly Bell Margaret Pigram 

Year 5 Boys Jesse Wood Willem Miedema Paul Hellberg 

Year 5 Girls Ari Beckingham Olivia McMahon Grace Saunders 

Year 6 Boys Zayde Parriman Felix Carroll Caleb McMahon 

Year 6 Girls Maya Boyce Anika Unicomb Paisley Westlake 
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AGE GROUP CHAMPION RUNNER UP 

U/13 GIRLS Sofia Rand  (Ward) 70 pts Cindy Wu (Ward) 46pts 

U/14 BOYS Jay Hill (Rice) 58pts Wyatt Smith (O’Brien) 48pts 

U/14 GIRLS Rachel Wilson (Ward) 70pts Isabelle Groeneveld (O’Brien) 38pts 

U/14 BOYS Marcel Wynne (Barb) 54pts Daniel Harris (O’Brien) 50pts 

U/15 GIRLS Bella Hill (Rice) 76pts Holly Chidlow (O’Brien) 54pts 

U/15 BOYS Nathan Ralph (O’Brien) 78pts William Smith (Rice) 42pts 

U/16 GIRLS Shanessa Leak (O’Brien) 78pts Eloise Groeneveld (O’Brien) 48pts 

U/16 BOYS Vincent Bartlett (O’Brien) 68pts Dre Bedford (Barbier) 42pts 

U/20 GIRLS  Emily Andrews (O’Brien) 74pts Jessica Davies (Ward) 50 pts 

U/20 BOYS Daniel Ralph (O’Brien) 80pts Brody Andrews (O’Brien) 56pts 

1ST: O’BRIEN  995 PTS 2ND: WARD 864 PTS 3RD: BARBIER 673PTS 4TH: RICE 653 PTS 



 

Digital Technologies Secondary 

Campus 

Here’s our classes hard at work 

creating models for the 3D 

Printers on our new computers. 

It’s been a great start to the 

year with lots of excitement. 

Justin Cudmore  

ICT & Digital Imaging 

Teacher 



Name: Gabby Somma  

Originally from: Grew up in Busselton, after studying at Notre Dame I moved to 

Wyndham and taught there for the past 2 years.  

Last school: St Josephs Wyndham.  

Strengths and talents: A Positive attitude!  

What I love about St Marys: I am loving welcoming community and supportive 

staff and most importantly my year 4 class.  

 

On Tuesday 5th March O’Brien House in conjunction with the 

Food Technology students held the annual Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake Fundraiser.  Over $100 in sales were made which 

will be kindly donated to Project Compassion.  Thank you to 

all the O’Brien students who volunteered their time to cook 

and sell the pancakes, the Year 10 Food Technology stu-

dents for preparing the batter and Miss Veronica and Mr 

James for their assistance with this successful fundraiser.   

Miss Kendra Anderson  

Food Technology Teacher  

 

Name: Marie Little 

Originally From: Southern Forest Area of WA 

Personal details: Married with 3 children 

Past time: Travel and Art 

What talents / strengths do you hope to share with SMC? Joy of art, learning 

and discovery 

So far what do you love about working at SMC Broome? The friendly 

'atmosphere' 

 

Thank you to the students 

and staff who supported 

the Secondary Book Fair 

held over the last two 

weeks. I hope you enjoy 

your purchases and have 

much pleasure reading 

your new books. 

Congratulations to the four 

students who won $15 

Book Fair Vouchers - Julia 

Jones, Cindy Wu, Monty 

Lupton and Emma Curry. 

The winner of the "Guess 

the number of bookworms 

in the jar" competition was 

Althea Ignacio. Well done 

Althea on having the clos-

est guess of 100. There were 99 in the jar! 

 

Ms Angela, Secondary Teacher Librarian 

 

HEALTH ALERT 

We have had one confirmed case of mumps in the 

Year 7 cohort. If your child has not been vaccinated 

please be vigilant and look out for the following 

symptoms. Please see your doctor as soon as  

possible if you have any concerns. 

 

SYMPTOMS OF MUMPS 

 FEVER 

 HEADACHE 

 FATIGUE 

 WEIGHT LOSS 

 SWOLLEN PAROTID GLAND ON ONE OR BOTH 

SIDES OF FACE 

 PAINFUL CHEWING 

 PAINFUL SWALLOWING 

PROJECT COMPASSION RAFFLE TICKETS 
AVAILABLE AT PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 
RECEP-
TION 



Access to Fortnightly newsletter online - http://www.stmarysbroome.wa.edu.au/home/newsletter/
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